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Pfesné po 136 let absolvovaly generace muzu v ¢eskych zemich povinnou vojenskou sluzbu. Jednalo se o zkusenost,
ktera v mnoha ohledech vyznamné formovala jejich dalsi zivoty i vztah k vlastni zemi. Od zavedeni vSeobecné branné
povinnosti v habsburské monarchii roku 1868 aZ po zruseni povinné vojny v Ceské republice v roce 2004 prosly
kasarnami miliony odvedencd.

Vojenska sluzba pro vétSinu z nich pfedstavovala pomyslny pfechodovy ritual dospélosti, ktery s sebou pfinasel
odlouceni od domova, uzavieny svét s vlastnimi pravidly, jazykem i dennim rezimem. K ¢emu méla vojna vlastné
slouzit? Oficidlné pripravovala muze k obrané vlasti; stat v ni vSak spatfoval mnohem vic. Méla byt vychovou k
obc¢anstvi, udélat z chlapct muze, vStipit jim smysl pro fad, povinnost a poslusnost vic¢i autoritam. AvSak napliovat
tuto ambici se zpravidla dafilo méné nez vice. O tom, co vojna pro odvedence znamenala a jak vypadala kazdodenni
realita sluzby v dobach miru, podava komplexni obraz vystava nazvana ,,Sluzba vlasti: Kazdodennost povinné vojenské
sluzby v ¢eskych zemich (1868-2004)“.

Klicova témata vystavy pfiblizuje nasledujici katalog. Odkryva, co vojak denné prozival mezi budi¢kem a vecerkou:
vojensky vycvik, stravovani a materialni zazemi, utvareni socialnich vztaht (kamaradstvi i Sikanu), omezeny kontakt s
domovem a blizkymi, zplsoby traveni volného ¢asu, ale také pocity strachu nebo nudy. Pravé v téchto (ne)vsednich
zkuSenostech se po cela desetileti utvarel vztah jednotlivce ke statu, k armadeé, autoritam, spole¢nostii k sobé
samémul.

Jednotliva historicka obdobi jsou v nasledujicim vykladu zasazena do Sir§iho historického a spole¢enského kontextu
prostfednictvim pfibéhu jedné rodiny, jejiz ,malé déjiny“ jsou s vykonem povinné vojny neodmyslitelné spjaty. Jde o
fiktivni pfibéh, ktery je vSak situovan do (moznych) realnych mist. A zaroven pfipomina, jak propojené mohou byt ,velké
déjiny“ a osudy jednotlivc, jak dllezZité bylo pro vojaky nejen misto ve vojenskych objektech, ale také mimo kasarna a
jak se v jejich zkuSenostech tato mista prolinala. K pomyslnému prolinani pak dochazelo zejména v hospodé — misté
mezi dvéma svéty, vojenskym a civilnim. Alespori takova je hospoda v naSem pfibéhu.






MISTO NA PUL CESTY MEZI VOINOU A CIVILEM

Za tfi dny bude Stédry den. A i kdyZ jej budeme slavit jako v jinych
letech, stejné jako kdyZ jsem byla mala, presto budou Vanoce roku
2004 jiné. Zitra totiZ odchazi do civilu posledni vojaci zakladni
sluzby. A hospoda, kterou zaloZili moji pfedkoveé, byla vic nez sto let
utocistém pro vSechny vojaky z okoli. Armada se od Nového roku
profesionalizuje. UZ tady nebudou zakladaci, ktefi k nam chodili,
osud naSi hospody je nejisty. Nechci si tuhle zménu jeSté pripustit,
zvlast ted, kdyZ prichazeji svatky a zaroveri se vSichni raduji — oslavy
odchodu do civilu a konce povinné vojny v nasi hospodé probihaji
uz cely tyden. Ale pfesto citim, Ze se zménami, které pfrijdou, se
nemeéni pouze armada, ale méni se néco i v historii nasi rodiny.

ProtoZe tohle misto, tahle hospoda byly odnepaméti spjaté

s vojaky, ktefi pobyvali v nedalekych kasarnach. Nase rodinna
hospoda byla vZdy na pali cesty mezi svétem civilu a svétem
vojenskym, a to nejen fakticky, protoze lezi mezi nadrazim a
kasarnami, ale také symbolicky. Zaroven byla pro vojaky vZdycky
tak trochu domovem. | proto, Ze tady vzdy byly Zeny ochotné
naslouchat, utésit. Viyslechly tisice pribéhu a zaZitk( z vojny,
uchovaly si je v paméti a pak o nich vypravély dal a dal, od dob
cisarpana az dodnes. Taky budu tenhle pfibéh jednou svym détem
vypravét. Ale dneska chci na vojaky vzpominat jen tak sama,
uprostred nasi hospody.
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VOJENSKA SLUZBA V CISARSKEM KABATCI (1868-1918, HABSBURSKA MONARCHIE)

Historii nasi rodiny, ktera je s hospodu spjata, zacal pomyslné psat
v nékdy v 19. stoleti Florian Pozinger, jeden z dlouhé generace
mych predkd. Pivodné se chtél v tomhle kraji usadit a vybudovat
hospodarstvi, které by uZivilo celou jeho Sirokou rodinu. JenZe poté,
co se nedaleko odsud zacala rozSifovat vojenska posadka, Florian
své plany zménil. Spravu statku prfenechal bratrovi, koupil tenhle
ddm u nadraZzi a preménil jej v hospodu. Hospodu pro vojaky. Tiv
nasem mésté kvartyrovali snad odedavna. Se zavedenim povinné
vojny pro vS§echny muZské na konci Sedesatych let 19. stoleti se
sluzba zkratila z osmi let na tfi, a tak se tu novi chlapci stfidali
Castéji. Praprapradédecek Florian Pozinger byl podnikavec.
Nejenze mistni posadce prodaval dobytek a zemédélské plodiny ze
statku, ale vyridil si i hostinskou koncesi. Jeho otec s tim pry
nesouhlasil, ale dalSi vyvoj dal Florianovi za pravdu.

Po uzakonénivSeobecné branné povinnosti v roce 1868 museli vSichni muzi, obcané tehdejSiho Rakouska-Uherska,
vykonat vojenskou sluzbu osobné, jiz nebylo mozné se z vojny vyplatit nebo za sebe poslat nahradnika. A tak mladi
muzi, kdyz dosahli véku 20 let, museli pfedstoupit pfed odvodni komisi (v roce 1890 se vékova hranice zvysila na 21 let),
a to bez ohledu na jméni, urozenost nebo spolecenské postaveni. U odvodu byl pfitomen okresni hejtman, pfipadné
jeho zastupce, a spolu s nim civilni i vojensky lékaf, povéfeny Ufednik, dohliZejici distojnici a svédci. Brancl se tehdy
seslo kazdy rok vic, nez byl zakonem stanoveny pocet rekrutl neboli odvodni kontingent. Tak dos$lo na komisionalni
losovani, které probéhlo jesté pred tim, nez branci pfisli pfed odvodni komisi. Ti, ktefi dostali nejnizsi Cislo, rukovali ke
spole¢né armadeé, dalSi (od roku 1890) plnili stavy zemébrany; jini mohli ziskat ulevu s ohledem na svoji profesi &i
slozité rodinné poméry — ti byli zafazovani k ndhradni zaloze a po absolvovani osmitydenniho vycviku se vraceli dom(
(na zékladé branného zakona z roku 1912 se vycvik prodlouzZil a trval deset tydna).
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Uzakonéna byla dvanactileta sluzebni povinnost. Nastésti pro ty mladé hochy byla rozdélena na prezenéni sluzbu u
spolecného vojska monarchie - tfiletou u pozemniho vojska a Ctyfletou v pfipadé namornictva, a evidenci vojaka jako
zaloznika az do splnéni dvanacti let sluzby. Pokud muzi nastupovali k tzv. zemébranég, zfizované zvlast v Predlitavsku a
Zalitavsku, slouzili dva roky. Kdo mél odpovidajici vzdélani a také spolecenské postaveni, mohl se pfihlasit k
jednoroénimu vycviku a po sloZeni zkousky se stat zaloznim dlstojnikem.

Po cely ten ¢as se museli vojaci v zdloze pravidelné hlasit k prisluSnym Graddm, at uz Slo o zménu pobytu nebo
odcestovani na dobu delSi nez dva tydny. Kromé toho byli povolavani na tzv. cvi¢eni ve zbrani; pfislusnici spole¢ného
vojska méli vykonat tfi takova cvi¢eni, nejcasnéji v délce tfinacti dnl. Poté branny systém muzim ukladal jesté

domobraneckou povinnost (az do 42 let véku), ktera vSak obnasela uz jen kazdorocni hlaseni.

HLAVN 0DVODY SE KONALY
KAZDOROCNE ZPRAVIDLA

V BREZNU A DUBNU. PRED
ODVODNi KOMISI SE ROZHODOVALO
0 DALSi ZIVOTN DRAZE MLADYCH
MUZ0. ZDRAVOTN STAV BRANCU A
CELKOVE VYSLEDKY 0DVOD{
VOJENSKA SPRAVA STATISTICKY
VYHODNOCOVALA.
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KdyZ se mésto vosmdesatych letech 19. stoleti dohodlo s erarem a
postavilo nové kasarny, zdej$i vojenska posddka se rozrostla. Stésti
preje pripravenym, a tak si vojaci nasli cestu i do Florianova zprvu
malého pohostinstvi, které se kvuli dobrému pivu stalo jejich
vyhledavanym podnikem.

ProSlo jich tudy nespocet. Rekruti byli tehdy odvadéni podle tzv. teritorialniho principu, takze nejen zde, ale i v jinych
Utvarech byli soustfedéni ¢asto mladi muzi ze stejného regionu. A tak vétSina muzl vojnu travila v prostredi, které mohli
spolecensky i kulturné vnimat jako domaci. Na rozdil od téch, ktefi napfiklad nastupovali k odlou¢enym prapordm na
Balkané, v Jiznich Tyrolech nebo v HaliCi. K pocitu znamého prostiedi pfispivalo i to, Ze ackoliv byla velicim jazykem
némcina a kazdy vojak musel ovladnout zakladni pojmy a povely v némgciné, ponaucéeni dostaval ve své matefsting. V
materské feCi a mezi blizkymi také vojaci nejcastéji sdileli své pocity z vojenskeé sluzby, kterou vnimali — podobné jako
pozdéjsi generace mladych muzl - jako nutné zlo a ztratu Casu.

KE SLAVNOSTNIMU SLOZENi
VOJENSKE PRISAHY VOJSKO
NASTUPOVALO ZPRAVIDLA

2. LISTOPADU, NA TZV. DUSIEKY,
TEHDY UZ MELI NOVAECI ZA SEBOU
MESIC PORADOVEHD VYCVIKU A BYLI
SHLEDANI ZPOSOBILYMI UKAZAT SE
V UNIFORME NA VEREINOST!.
SNIMEK POCHAZI Z JOSEFOVA.
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Jak by také ne, kdyzZ je doma &ekala prace i zabava, a uz samotny nastup na vojenskou sluzbu pfipominal spiSe nastup
k vykonu trestu, a ne ke sluzbé vlasti a cisafi — stejnokroj odstranil viditelné odliSnosti (ale také socialni rozdily) a jeho
obléknuti znacné otfaslo sebejistotou mladika, ktery prave vstoupil do kasaren. Pocity nejistoty a uréitého vnitfniho
ohroZeni jesté umocriovala ¢erstvé oholena hlava, ktera navic slouzila i jako poznavaci znameni novacku. K prekonani
prvnich tézkosti pomahala urcita sounalezitost mezi pravé nastoupivsimi vojaky, jez mezi témi, ktefi pfichazeli na vojnu
ve stejném Case, pretrvavala po celou dobu sluzby. Naproti tomu starsi vojaci se s pfichodem novackdl zbavovali
povinnosti a vyZzadovali respekt a ictu od mladsich vojak(. Rozhodné se ale nejednalo o Sikanu v té nejkrutéjsi podobé,
chovani, které by ohrozovalo zdravi, nebo dokonce Zivot vojaka.

Chlapci pfi nastupu nafasovali dvé soupravy odévl — horsi pro vycvik a lepsi na vychazku. Odévy, dalsi vystrojni
soucastky a pusku s bodakem si pak vojaci ukladali na vésak a polici, které dostali pfidélené spolu s vlastnim liZkem —
Zeleznou posteli, jiz se ve vojenské hantyrce fikalo kavalec. NezZ ale mohl vojak ulehnout, musel si na dvofe slamou
dikladné napéchovat slamnik neboli Strozok. Ve stejné mistnosti, kde vojaci spali, byly i stoly, kde jedli. Armada dbala
jak na hygienu pfipravy pokrm, tak na jejich vyZivovou hodnotu. Pokud neselhaly kontrolni mechanismy, vojaci
napfiklad jedli v priibéhu sluzby maso ¢astéji a ve vétSim mnozstvi, nez byli zvykli v civilu. Vedle toho méli narok na
pravidelny pfidél chleba a tabaku. VeSkeré osobni véci si schranovali v uzamykatelném dievéném kuffiku erné barvy,
standardizovanych rozmér(, ktery méli uschovany pod posteli. Kufr si pofizovali na vlastni naklady, pfipadné se v
rodinach dédil z otce na syna.

Rezim vojenské sluzby byl striktné vymezen sluzebnim fadem, jenz stanovoval role, prava a povinnosti. Tzv. prvni
vojensky vycvik, ktery probihal v ivodnich osmi tydnech prezenc¢ni sluzby, obnasel télocvik, porfadovy dril beze zbrané i
se zbrani a strelecky vycvik. Soucasti pfipravy byla teoreticka vyuka pfi tzv. Skole, kdy se vojaci seznamovali s
vojenskymi rady, s teorii stfelby i dalSimi zaklady vojenského femesla a v neposledni fadé se zde dozvidali vSe o svych
povinnostech, pravech a hrozicich trestech. Vedle toho vykonavali bézné ¢innosti — uklid, topeni a sviceni ve svétnici,
dopliovani pitné vody. Den vojaka zac¢inal v pét hodin rano (v zimeé o hodinu pozdéji), veCerka byla v devét vecer; do té
doby museli byt vSichni zpét v kasarnach (pokud neméli povoleni zlstat na vychazce pres vecerku).

15



UKLID, TOPENI A SVICENi VE SVETNICI,
VGETNE DOPLNENI PITNE VODY, MEL NA
STAROSTI CIMRORDONANC. DO TETO
SLUZBY MEL VELITEL SVETNICE VYBRAT
KAZDY DEN JEDNOHO Z UBYTOVANYCH
VOJAKD BEZ HODNOSTI.

V prvnich tydnech po nastupu, kdy se vojaci seznamovali s novym prostfedim, ukoly a povinnostmi, neméli prakticky
zadny volny ¢as. To se ale postupné ménilo. Jak vycvik pokra¢oval, mnoho tkonU se stalo rutinnimi, vojaci byli
zapojovani do raznych sluzeb, a ¢ast dne tak mohli travit podle sebe. VSichni pak usilovali pfedevsim o to, dostat se na
vychazku, nebo dokonce odjet na dovolenou - vzdalit se z kasaren a alespon na kratky Cas se vratit do civilniho Zivota.
Moznost takovych Unik( predstavovala uréitou formu odmeény, povoleni vychazek nebo ziskani dovolené bylo
podmifiovano kazni i kvalitou vykonu sluzby.
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Tady v Hradisti, kdo mél povolenou vychazku, temer vzdy pfisel do
na8i hospody. Ti Stastnéjsi travili Cas se svou milkou (ano, tak tehdy
muzi béZné pred sriatkem oznacovali své partnerky, jako milky).
JenZe méstanské dcery vyhledavaly spiSe pfitomnost vojenskych
ddstojnikd, takZe obycejni vojaci dostaveni¢ek s divkami prilis
nezaZili. | proto nachazeli utocCisté v hospodé. Co piva a vina se
vtéhle hospode vypilo, z fanfaronstvi, z radosti i ze stesku. Hlavné
se steskem a osaménim se vojaci obtizné vyporadavali. Nékdy ani
poradna pijatyka nestacila, aby muzi zapomnéli na smutek a strasti
sluzby.

A tak si vojaci zacCali psat pamatniky. Jeden takovy jsem nedavno
nasla na pudé, patril nékterému chlapci z velké Pozingerovy rodiny.
Je plny basnicek a pisnicek, které si tento mlady muZz v pribéhu
vojny opisoval, pfipadné doplrioval kresbami. Na nékolika malo
strankach se objevuji také osobni Gvahy a vyznani. Ze zapisku a
kreseb je jasné citit potfeba mit svdj vlastni intimni prostor a
zaroven si udrZet alesporn mentalni propojeni s Zivotem prfed
nastupem sluzby. Ale jsou tam i stranky vénované vojné, z nichZ je
patrné, Ze navzdory vSem strastem vojenska sluzba predstavovala
pro mladéeho muZze nevsedni ¢ast Zivota, kterou si chtél uchovat v
pameéti.

BohuZel pamatnik ztustal nedopsany, Zivot mladého muze skoncil v
prubéhu sluzby. Brzy vSak mélo byt téch zmarenych Zivotu
mnohem a mnohem vic.
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GENERACE BRANCU MLADE CESKOSLOVENSKE REPUBLIKY (1918-1948, PRUNi A TRETI REPUBLIKA)

Prisla Velka valka (1914-1918). Nékde v rodinném albu mame
porad schovanou jednu jedinou fotografii, na niZ jsou zachyceni
vojaci z ,naSich“ kasaren, tedy ti, kteri do téhle hospody chodili
pravidelné pfi svych vychazkach, jak odchazeji na frontu. Usmivaji
se, netusi, nebo si nechtéji pripustit, Ze mnoho z nich se konce
valky nedozZije. Do valky vSak neodchazeli pouze aktivné slouzici
vojaci, ale vramci vSeobecné mobilizace i tisice vojaki ze zalohy.
Mezi nimi byl do zbrané povolan Floriandv nejstarsi syn Jan, ktery
tehdy hospodu vedl. Otec mu ji pfedal hned, jak se Jan vratil z
tfileté vojenské sluzby jesSte u rakousko-uherského vojska.

A tak se v hospodé na misto svého bratra postavila nejstarsi dcera,
Marie Pozingerova, ktera zde jiz delSi dobu vypomahala. Bylo ji
tehdy pouhych Sestnact let, takze hostinska koncese byla oficidalné
vedena na jeji matku. Ale pravé Marie méla pro praci v pohostinstvi
prirozeny talent. Ani to vSak nestacilo. V kasarnach sice bylo i za
valky mnoZstvi vojakd — cvicili se zde novi rekruti, byly zde strazni
jednotky, ale ubyvalo penéz, rostl materialni nedostatek, v hospodé
skoro nebylo co nabizet ke konzumaci. Marie presto hospodu
otevirala — alesporni v nedéli, jen predni ¢ast u vycéepu, jen pro par
hostd. Kromé toho spole¢né s matkou vedla celé hospodarstvi,
které rodiné pomohlo valku preckat. Jan na fronté zahynul, z valky
se vratil jen nejmladsi ze sourozencd, ktery vSak touZil stat se
truhlarskym mistrem. A tak se Marie o hospodu starala i po
skoncenivalky. A kdyZ se zacCaly zlepSovat Zivotni podminky a do
kasaren zacali pfichazet novi povaleéni rekruti, védéla, Ze pro
rodinu zase nastavaji lepsi ¢asy.
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To uz ale od konce valky ubé&hly dva roky, protoZe historicky prvni fadné odvody se v Ceskoslovensku uskuteénily v roce
1920, po pfijeti nového branného zakona. Zakonitosti odvodu a slozeni odvodni komise byly podobné jako v éfe
Rakouska-Uherska, i vék byl obdobny — mezi roky 1889 az 1914 to bylo 21 let, nyni se kazdy mlady muz poprvé podrobil
odvodnimu Fizeni ve dvaceti letech. V prvnich povale¢nych letech pak méli mladi muzi pomérné dobrou Sanci, zhruba
padesatiprocentni, Ze se diky zdravotnim pfekazkam vojenské sluzbé vyhnou. Od tficatych let a zejména pak od jejich
druhé poloviny se vSak planovany kontingent brancl kazdoro¢né zvysSoval, a to predevsim v souvislosti s ohroZzenim
republiky. Od roku 1927 byl znovu mozny také odvod do nahradni zalohy.

V dobé prvni republiky se v kasarnach uz tak ¢asto nepotkavali chlapci ze stejného kraje, nezfidka vedla cesta rekruta
daleko od jeho bydlisté. Navic noveé platilo pravidlo regulace narodnostniho slozeni jednotek (Uzemni celek republiky
tvofily Ceské zeme, Slovensko a Podkarpatska Rus), v nichz mél vzdy pfevazovat ,,statotvorny“ narod. A tak asi polovina
Némc(i z Cech a Moravy byla posilana na Slovensko a Podkarpatskou Rus, zatimco vétsina MadarG putovala do
posadek v Cechéach.

V kazdodennim Zivoté ovSem toto opatieni plisobilo problémy pfi béZné komunikaci, zvlasté v pfipadé madarskych
odvedencl u ¢eskych posadek. V kasarnach se problémy s dorozumivanim ¢asto fesily tak, Ze byl na dané misto
zarazen slovensky poddUstojnik, ktery madarstinu ovladal. Vedle toho pfichazeli i negramotni mladi muzi, pfedevsim ze
Slovenska a Podkarpatské Rusi. Pro ty méla armada pfipravené specialni kurzy. | celkové byl — ve srovnani s rakousko-
uherskou armadou - v ramci sluzby kladen vétsi dliraz na vzdélani a osvétu vojakl i na praktické technické vzdélavani.
Hodné se dbalo na apoliticnost: zakon z roku 1927 (56/1927 Sb.) znemoznil aktivnim vojakiim volit a byt volen a také
UcCastnit se jakékoliv politické ¢innosti (ovSem i vdobach Rakouska-Uherska byla prezenc¢ni vojenska sluzba prekazkou
vykonu volebniho prava; navic by vétSina vojakl nesplnila podminku minimalniho véku 24 let). Dlraz na apoliti¢nost byl
opustén po druhé svétové valce, takze u voleb v roce 1946 jiz vojaci disponovali aktivnim i pasivnim volebnim pravem.

Ale feci o politice se vedly v hospodé neustéle. Vasnivé debaty,
které koncily bolavou hlavou, protoZe bylo nutné je poradné zapit,
argumenty, které ob¢as doprovodila néjaka ta facka. Pry tehdy
byvalo v hospodé opravdu veselo. Vojaci tak aspon na chvili
zapomnéli na Zivot uvnitf kasarenskych zdi — naro¢ny a jednotvarny
rytmus neustale se opakujicich povinnosti denniho rezZimu a
vycviku.
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Stejné jako za Rakouska-Uherska den vojaka zacinal budiCkem v pét hodin rano v letnim obdobi, o hodinu pozdéji v
zimé. Béhem prvni hodiny po budi¢ku se vojak musel umyt, nasnidat, uklidit a vyCistit ubikace. Nasledovalo ranni
cvi¢eni, tehdy nazyvané ranni pllhodinka, a pak jiZ denni zaméstnani, dopoledni a odpoledni, rozdélené obédem.
Zameéstnani zaviselo na vycvikovém planu i na tom, zda byl vojak po absolvovani zakladniho vycviku zafazen na

e vew

Skoleni muZstva, které nezahrnovalo pouze béZznou vyuku, ale v pfipadé ob&anské a mravni vychovy i neformalni
rozhovory, jez mély pfispét k tomu, aby vojak chapal smysl svych povinnosti. Po odpolednim zaméstnani pfiSel nastup
ke ¢teni denniho rozkazu, kde se vojaci mimo jiné dozvédéli, kdo byl ten den potrestan nebo naopak pochvalen. Po
Cteni rozkazu nasledovala vecCere, poté volno, pfipadné vychazka, a veCerka v devét hodin.

ZA PRUNi REPUBLIKY DOSAHLA
SVEHO VRCHOLU REPREZENTACE s ;
ARMADY NA VEREINYCH AKCICH, S e i
SPECIALNE NA LOKALNi UROVNI. P / :
VOJACI SE VSAK UCASTNILI TAKE
CELONARODNICH AKCI, JAKO BYLY
NAPRIKLAD OSLAVY 20. VYROGi
BITVY U ZBOROVA SCENOU
,OBRANA STATU".

P S e o A
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Jiny pribéh mély nedéle, kdy si vojaci mohli pfispat o hodinu déle, podobné jako o svatcich. Nedélni bohosluzba jiz
nebyla povinna pro vS§echny vojaky jako za Rakouska, kdy se chodilo do kostela alespon jednou mésicné po skupinach
podle vyznani. Nové se bohosluzba slouzila pro ty, ktefi se pfedem pfihlasili. Poté si jiz vojaci uzivali volno; pokud tedy
doty¢ny nemél ,kasarnika®, neboli zarazené vychazky, napfiklad jako trest za Spatné plnéni povinnosti, nepofadky pfi
prohlidce svétnice a jiné nedostatky ve vykonu sluzby a v chovani. Zakaz vychazek predstavoval pomérné bézny nastroj
prosazovani discipliny a tlaku na plnéni povinnosti.

Presto hlavné v nedéli byvala hospoda plna. Plna vojakd, ale i lidi

z okoli, ktefi se chtéli také aspon chvili pobavit a zapomenout na
vSedni starosti. Zacaly se tady dokonce konat zabavy. Marie
investovala penize do rozsSifeni zadni mistnosti, ¢imZz vznikl tanecni
sal. Tam prileZitostné vystupovali také ochotnici a nékdy kulturni
program obstaravali samotni vojaci — nékteré akce poradali jen pro

sebe, jiné i pro verfejnost.

Zvlasté v prvnich povalecnych letech trpélo vojsko materialnim nedostatkem, ktery se projevoval ¢aste¢né v ubytovani
a ve vystroji, ale zejména v kvalité stravy, jez zavisela na ¢asu, misté i jednotlivcich, ktefi byli za stravovani vojska
zodpovédni. Stiznosti na kvalitu, a pfedevsim na kvantitu vojenské stravy se vdobach prvni republiky dostavaly az do
parlamentnich interpelaci. Zasadnim pfispévkem ke stravovani vojaku tak zlstaly balicky a penézni pfispévky

z domova. Celkové byly zivotni podminky vojakl spiSe skromnéjsi, i kdyZ situace v mistnich kasarnach rozhodné nebyla
Uplné Spatna. Hlfe na tom byli napfiklad v posadkach, které nové vznikaly v pohranici a v horach, kde si museli vojaci

nékdy vystacit tfeba jen s improvizovanymi dfevénymi baraky.

Kasarna tady v Hradisti byla umisténa do pomeérné kvalitné
postavené budovy z 19. stoleti, ktera sice neposkytovala takovy
komfort jako velkorysejsi kasarenské novostavby z dvacatych a
tficatych let dvacatého stoleti, ale nabizela slusny standard
ubytovani. | kdyZ stale platilo, Ze si vojaci museli vzdy peclivé
nacpat slamniky slamou, aby se jim na kavalcich co nejlépe lezZelo.
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S prvni svétovou valkou se také proménila a modernizovala vystroj, objevily se novinky, napfiklad plynova maska nebo
ocelova pfilba. Z péchotni vyzbroje pribyly nové predevsim lehké kulomety. DalSi zbranég, jako tfeba opakovaci puska,
byly jen mirné modifikované a vice unifikované. | obycejni vojini se mohli v dobé prvni republiky stale ¢astgji setkat

s moderni technikou, jako byly tanky, obrnéna vozidla nebo letadla.

ZAKLADNi VYZBROJi JEDNOTLIVCE
NADALE ZOSTAVALA OPAKOVAC
PUSKA. STARSi TYPY POSTUPNE
NAHRADILA PUSKA VZ. 24. PO ROCE
1945 SE S Ni ALE JIZ NOVi BRANCI
SETKAVALI MALO, NAHRADILY JI
KORISTNI A SPOJENECKE ZBRANE.

Velkou zménu predstavovalo zavedeni uniforem v khaki provedeni. Vétsi uniformita zdGrazriovala potlaceni
individuality, stejné jako ostfihani, které symbolicky i vizualné znamenalo, ze dosud nezavisly jedinec byl nucen se
podrobit a stat se soucasti vojenského kolektivu. Tlak na deindividualizaci a uniformitu samoziejmé vyvolaval u vojaka
potfebu vlastnit néco osobniho, ne-vojenského, soukromého, barvitého. A tak vojaci ve svych vojenskych kufficich
shromazdovali nejriznéjsi (ne)vojenské tiskoviny, fotograficka alba a také stéle oblibené vojenské pamatniky, jejichz
tvorbu nyni dokonce podporovala i samotna armada.
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Ovsem pouze tehdy, pokud neobsahovaly protistatni obsah. Osobni prohlidky zaméfené na vyhledavani materiald s
komunistickou ¢i nacionalistickou némeckou a madarskou agitaci tak nebyly viibec ojedinélé. Mnoho zaznam,

YT

zapiskl i kreseb v pamatnicich byvalo zakoné¢eno dovétkem ,,psdno na strazi, jelikoZ tato kreativni ¢innost byla
zpusobem, jak si vojaci casto kratili strazni sluzbu, jeden ze symboll kazdodenniho Zivota na vojné.

NABIDKA VYUZITI VOLNEHO CASU BYLA
SIROKA. FOTBALOVOU JEDENACTKU
BYLA SCHOPNA POSTAVIT VETSINA
UTVARD. NA SNMKU FOTBALISTE Z

2. HORSKEHO PRAPORL.

Ke kazdodennosti vSak nepatfilo jen osvojovani si vojenskych fadd, pravidel a povinnosti nebo vyuka a vycvik v otazkach
boje ¢i zachazeni se zbranémi, ale také nejrliznéjsi formy uzivani si Zivota, zvlasté v prostorach mimo objekt kasaren.
Velmi vymluvna je v této souvislosti kapitola o zdravotnické sluzbé v prvorepublikovém vojenském sluzebnim fadu - zde
se mimo jiné zdUraznuje, Ze vojensky lékar ma pfi kazdé vhodné pfilezitosti poucit muzstvo o nebezpecich pramenicich
z pfenosu pohlavnich nemoci a nadmérného pozivani alkoholu. Armada se vSak snazila feSit tyto problémy nejen
varovanim a represemi, ale také prakticky, takZze pro potlaceni nezadoucich jevl a projevd chovani zacala zfizovat tzv.
vojenska zatisi.
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Jednalo se o prostory uréené pro chvile oddechu, doplnéné ¢itarnou-knihovnou, jez byla vybavena osvétovou a mravné

hodnotnou literaturou. Soucasti velkého zatisSi mohly byt herny, kantyna s kuchyni, prodejna dennich potreb ¢Ci divadelni
a promitaci sal. Obchod s kantynou, kde se dalo sehnat kufivo a pivo, byl v ramci zatiSi vybudovan témér vzdy. | armada

pochopila, Ze mladi muzi potfebuji urcity unik ze sluzby, a to nejen kvuli fyzické, ale zejména psychické zatézi. Zatisi tak

byla zfizovana jako bohulibéjsi alternativa k navstévam ,,nevhodnych“ civilnich podnikd. DalSim nastrojem pro kontrolu

volného ¢asu muzstva bylo organizované sportovni vyziti s pestrou nabidkou aktivit, od fotbalu az tfeba po zavodni

lyZovani. Vykonnostni sportovci mohli ziskat kv(li zavodiam i zvlastni dovolenou.

Tady u nas se konavaly hlavné fotbalové zapasy. Nasi kluci, tedy
kluci nejen z hradistského fotbalového oddilu, ale i z téch okolnich,
se s vojaky nekolikrat rocné utkali vtuhém zapase. A aby toho
nebylo malo, Sikovné fotbalisty z posadky si mistni sportovni klub
pujéoval na oblastni mistrovské zapasy. Byly to velké udalosti,
doprovazené drobnym kulturnim programem, ¢asto pfiSla zahrat
venkovska kapela, a vZzdycky se koncilo tady u nas v hospodé.

V opakujicim se béhu udalosti, sluzebnich povinnosti i riznych volno¢asovych zabav mél vojak zpravidla odslouzit
osmnact mésicl nebo celé dva roky — doba povinné sluzby se mezi valkami rlizné proménovala. Nejdfive jako novacek
- ,ucho“ a po roce sluzby vdominantnéjSim postaveni sluzebné starSiho pfisluSsnika muzstva (,,stara maza“, ,stara
para“). Nadrazené postaveni ,,mazy“ bylo i za prvni republiky evidentni, nicméné Sikana mezi vojaky povinné sluzby byla
tabuizovana. Pokud se v dobovych dokumentech o Sikané hovofilo, tak spiSe jako o tyrani muzstva ze strany dtstojnik{
¢i poddUstojnikd z povolani. Takové pripady vyplavaly na povrch vétSinou az na zakladé novinovych ¢lankd a
parlamentnich interpelaci.

KdyZz vezmu v uvahu vSechny tyto skutecnosti, samotny vykon
sluzby, leckdy materialni nedostatek, osobni frustrace, nebezpeci,
je pomérné snadné si predstavit, jakou ulevu a pocit osvobozeni
prinasel vojakim odchod do civilu.
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Tohoto okamziku se docCkal vojak po odslouzeni uréeného ¢asu s povinnosti nahradit prezen¢ni sluzbu, kterou zameskal
odpykavanim trestu nebo zvlastni dovolenou. Po propusténi z aktivni sluzby byl vojak zafazen do I. zalohy, ktera méla

v pfipadé mobilizace doplnit prvosledové jednotky na pozadovany valecny stav. V |. zaloze byl muz k dispozici do svych
Gtyficeti let; nasledné byl pfeveden do Il. zalohy, coz znamenalo, Ze pfi mobilizaci bude uréen pro pomocnou a strazni
sluzbu. V padesati letech mél byt vojak v zaloze definitivné propustén z branné moci. Do té doby méli zaloznici
povinnost UCastnit se cviCeni ve tietim, patém, sedmém a devatém roce pfislusnosti k zaloze, a to v délce tfi nebo &tyf
tydna. V praxi byla néktera cviceni, typicky to posledni, zaloznikim prominuta nebo zkracena.

Prisel hekticky rok 1938, kdy se do mistni posadky hrnuli nejprve
povolanci na mimoradna cvic¢eni a v zari i mobilizovani zaloznici.
KdyZ po Mnichovu odesli, zdalo se, Ze Zivot pdjde dal v zajetych
kolejich. Na zacatku brezna 1939 dokonce opét narukovali novacci,
ktefi nemohli nastoupit vdobé mnichovskeé krize. Ty jsme jiZ ale

v naSi hospodé moc pohostit nemohli. PfiSla nacisticka okupace a
kasérna obsadila némecka armada. Ceskoslovensti pésaci byli
nahrazeni zaloZnim dtvarem uréenym k vycviku prislusnikd
Wehrmachtu. Nasi hospodu navstévovali i némecti vojaci, ale
radost z toho nikdo nemél. Jejich pfitomnost navic odhanéla
ceskou klientelu.

Zavedeny rezim vykonu vojenské sluzby prerusila okupace a nasledné druha svétova valka. Odvodni komise zahajily
svoji kazdoroéni ¢innost jeSté kratce pred okupaci v bfeznu 1939; 1. bfezna 1939 pak nastoupili sluzbu rekruti odvedeni
o rok dfive. MuZzi, jejichz odvody spadaly do obdobi okupace a v dobé protektoratu odvedeni nebyli, vykonali povinnou
vojenskou sluzbu az po skoné&eni valky, ¢asto pouze ve zkracené dobé. Dvouleta sluzba se opét tykala téch, ktefi se
narodili vroce 1923 a v letech nasledujicich. DalSim navratem do vojenského Zivota byl pro ¢ast ¢eskych zaloznik(
nastup k vyjimecné ¢inné sluzbé na zacatku ¢ervna 1945. Takto povolani pfislusSnici muzstva byli propousténi postupné
do prosince téhoz roku.
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MUZI, KTERI PROSLI VOJNOU V MEZIVALECNE ERE, SE KROME CVICENi VRATILI DO VOJENSKE UNIFORMY PREDEVSiM v DOBE DRAMATICKYCH UDALOSTi ROKU 1938. NA SNiMKU
ZALOZNICI V PRAZE BEHEM ZARIJOVE MOBILIZACE.
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VOJACI JAKO OBRANCI A BUDOVATELE SOCIALISMU (19481989, SOCIALISTICKE CESKOSLOVENSKD)

Povéalecna Ceskoslovenska armada budovana od roku 1945 se z¢asti hléasila k prvorepublikovym principlim; po tnoru
1948 vSak byla vojenska sluzba plné podfizena ideologickym pozadavkiim vladnouci komunistické strany, armada se

stala nastrojem kontroly i vychovy v lidové-demokratickém a pozdéji statné-socialistickém Ceskoslovensku.
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Dusledky unora 1948 a prevzeti moci komunisty dopadly tiZivé na
celou spole¢nost. Misto povale¢ného klidu a obnovy zni¢ené zemé
prisly drastické zmény, které promenily takeé Zivot nasi rodiny.

V disledku velmi rychlého znarodnéni, které nakonec dopadlo i na
ty nejmensi Zivnosti, jsme prisli jak o hospodu, tak o celé
hospodarstvi. Pozingerovi byli najednou vykoristovateli pracujicich
a kulaci. Nakonec bylo Stésti, Ze nikdo z rodiny nebyl jako ,,nepfitel
lidovédemokratického zrizeni“ uvéznén nebo nasilné vysidlen.
Marie mezitim zestarla a vychovala dceru Magdalenu. Ta dostala
prijmeni po matce, protoZe se narodila jako nemanZzelské dité.
Jejim otcem snad byl jeden z vojakd, kteri slouZili v nedalekych
kasarnach a ktery s pocatkem okupace zmizel kdesi v zahranici.
Kdyz hospodu znarodnili, byla Magdalena uzZ temer dospélad a
stejné jako pred lety jeji matka, dobre zvladala hostinsky provoz.
Diky tomu tady mohla rodina zistat — Magdalena se stala
zaméstnankyni narodniho podniku Restaurace a jidelny a dal

v hospodé pracovala. Rikalo se, Ze hospoda tyhle Sasy preZila jen
diky pfimluvé jednoho z ddstojnikd, ktery za prvni republiky
povinnou vojnu slouZil tady u nas a hospodu mél jako druhy domov.
KdyZ po unoru udélal kariéru a preveleli ho zase do Hradisté,
nedokazal si sluZbu bez téhle hospody predstavit. Marie brzy nato
zemrela, nepreZila ztratu hospody, ktera byla jako jeji druhé dité.
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Magdalena se pozdéji stala ,,odpovédnou vedouci“ v dfive
rodinném podniku. ZaZila tady ledacos. Po srpnu 1968 ale zacala
chradnout a ztratila té mer o vSe zajem. Nakonec méla Stastny
Zivot, se svou prvni laskou vychovala ¢tyri déti, jednim z nich byl
muj otec Karel. Také u néj se zahy projevil cit pro obchod a zajem o
podnikani. Vyucil se &isnikem, pracoval v téch nejlepSich
podnicich a rozhodné nemél v umyslu vracet se do ,,nasi“ hospody.
Presto ale pokracoval v rodinné tradici a po vojné nahradil svoji
matku Magdalenu jako odpovédny vedouci tehle hospody U
nadraZi. Poté, co se angaZoval v obdobi praZzského jara, totiz mohl
byt rad, Ze mu nova normaliza¢ni garnitura umoZnila pracovat
alespon v néjaké hospodeé a neskoncil nékde jako pomocny délnik.
A tak se hospoda stala mistem mého détstvi. Pro vojaky

z nedalekého utvaru pak stale predstavovala utociste, kousek
civilniho svéta uprostred vojenské bezutésnosti, kterou jeSté
umocrioval pocit nesvobody jako nedilna soucast Zivota

v tehdej$im Ceskoslovensku.

Zmeénéné spolecenské pomeéry se bezprostfedné odrazily také v odvodech, odvedeno byvalo az 85 % vSech mladych
muzu, véetné fyzicky i psychicky méné vhodnych jedincl s neukonéenym zéakladnim vzdélanim, dfive soudné
trestanych, ¢i se zavislosti na alkoholu. Jakékoliv moralni vyhrady nehraly pfi odvodnim fizeni roli, rozhodoval pouze
zdravotni stav. Pokud se nezlepSil ani po odlozeni odvodu, dostal neschopny branec tzv. modrou knizku, doklad o
zproSténi vojenské sluzby. Snaha vyhnout se zakladni vojenské sluzbé byla tak silna, Ze po desetileti vedla k riskantnim
pokustim modrou knizku ziskat, a to i za cenu ohroZovani vlastniho zdravi ¢i riskovani trestnépravniho postihu.

Po celych Ctyficet let zGstavala zakladni sluzba povolanc( aZ na vyjimky dvouleta. Od pocatku padesatych let 20. stoleti
pak vétSina vysokoskolakl absolvovala — podle sovétského vzoru - vojenskou pfipravu béhem studia a nasledné ro¢ni
sluzbu. Absolventi vysokych skol méli jako dlstojnici v zaloze na nizsich funkcich doplnovat distojnicky sbor. Branné
povinnosti podléhali vSichni ob&ané ve véku 17 az 60 let, k odvodu museli muzi od 18 let.
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STEJNE JAKO V MINULOSTI, STRiHANI MELO NADALE ZNACNOU
SYMBOLICKOU ROLI. DOSUD NEZAVISLY JEDINEC BYL TiMTO
AKTEM NUGEN SE PODROBIT A STAT SE I VIDITELNE SOUGASTI
VOJENSKEHO KOLEKTIVU.
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Ke splnéni zakladni vojenské sluzby byli mladi muzi posilani do mist velmi vzdalenych od svého bydlisté, coz jesté
podtrhovalo jejich pocit vykofenéni a osaméni v novém pUsobisti. Po pfichodu do kasaren probihala prezence pred
komisi, zdravotni prohlidka a o¢kovani. Tim se branci stali vojaky a byli ustanoveni do nékteré vojenské funkce.
Nasledovalo stiihani — podle fadu vnitini sluzby mohla byt délka vlast na predni ¢asti hlavy maximalné pét centimetrq,
na zadni ¢asti ne nize nez tfi centimetry nad limec koSile. Poté vojak obdrzel vystroj, nosit civilni oble¢eni bylo zakazano
po celou dobu sluzby.

B&hem prvniho mésice prodélali vojaci tzv. pfijimac, tedy zakladni vycvik, béhem néhoz si méli osvojit pravidla kdzné,
seznamit se s vSeobecnymi povinnostmi, ovladat osobni zbran, ziskat zakladni navyky vojaka v boji a také se naucit
pochodovat. Pro vétSinu povolanc( pfedstavoval pfijimac setkani se zcela odliSnym zpisobem Zivota, nadmérnou
fyzickou zatézi a uplnou izolaci, coz mélo za nasledek Sok. Na zavér pfijimace skladali novacci vojenskou pfisahu. To
byl také prvni moment, kdy se od pfichodu do kasaren dostali za jejich zdi, na vychazku.

Stejné jako pred Velkou valkou a jako za prvni republiky, vojaci

zZ nedalekych kasaren travili vychazky nejcastéji tady v hospode.
Treba i proto, Ze byli hodné daleko od domova, a tak se za svymi
blizkymi a do znamych mist nestacili bEhem nékolikahodinoveé
vychazky dostat.

Oficialné méla vojenska sluzba pretvaret mladé muze v obétavé obrance vlasti a uvédomélé budovatele socialismu.
Vojaky mélo ovliviiovat nejen prostiedi, kolektiv a izolace ale také pasobeni zastupct pro véci politické a pravidelna
politicka koleni muzstva. Nadmérna ideologizace, a predevsim formalnost piistupu ve skuteénosti zklamaly. Céast
vojakl snad brala vojenskou sluzbu jako moznost ziskat znalosti a zkusenosti. Pro drtivou vétSinu se vSak jednalo o
ztracené dva roky Zivota, které se vojaci snazili s co nejmensimi problémy prezit. Politické plisobeni pfitom brali jako
nutné zlo. Omilani frazi tak vedlo spiSe k prohlubovani individualniho odporu nebo apatii ke komunistické ideologii.
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VOJENSKA SLUZBA B -Ill:.!:.‘lmwﬁ[“mw
POTVRZOVALA JIZ ZNAMY U VLD { | [

POZNATEK: SKUTECNY NAZOR P

LEPSi SI NECHAT PRO SEBE.

Nejen tato politicka ,vychova“, ale také casté kazenskeé tresty kvili konfliktim s vojenskymi fady, deziluze ze Zivota
v uzaviené zemi, realita sluzby, tizivé zivotni podminky nebo strach z nebezpedi, to vSe vedlo k frustracim a v konecném
dUsledku i k nejriiznéjsim formam patologického chovani, predevsim alkoholismu.

Pro cast vojak( zakladni sluzby se konzumace alkoholu stala
»lekem na vSechno®, jehoZ uZivani presahovalo jakoukoliv miru.
Nékteri kluci, ktefi sem pfijeli jako vyjukani mladi chlapci, odjizdéli
jako alkoholici, silni kufaci, dalSi si zvykli vyuzivat pfileZitost pro
nejriznéjsi podvody & machinace.... Byval to smutny pohled.
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Presto pozdéji pfiznavali, Ze vojna pro né predstavovala prvni zkuSenost s jinym prostfedim, v némz byli nuceni naudit
se vychazet s nahodné shromazdénymi vrstevniky, s nimiz sdileli nepfFetrzité stejny stisnény prostor po celou dobu
sluzby. A byli zde ur¢itym zplsobem vychovani k samostatnosti, zodpovédnosti a rozhodovani. Vzpominaji i na to, jak se
seznamili se zbranémi a ziskali k nim respekt. Také tuto zkuSenost pozdé&ji hodnoti pozitivhé, nebo pfinejmensim s
nostalgii.

Pravdou zUstava, Ze néktefi z vojakl-zakladakl si opravdu az v kasarnach poprvé v Zivoteé ustlali svou postel. Coz byla
samoziejmeé pouze jedna z mnoha novych povinnosti, s nimiz se museli seznamit a osvojit si je. Bézny den vojaka
zacinal budickem v Sest hodin; dale ranni cvi¢eni, uklid mistnosti a prostoru roty, Uprava liZek, myti a ranni prohlidka -
kontrola osobniho stavu, vnéjsiho vzhledu a hygieny; rano zakonc¢ovala snidané. Nasledovalo Sest vycvikovych hodin,
zameérenych predevSim na nacvik ovladani zbrani, vojenské techniky a jejiho oSetfovani. Poté byla vydana strava a po
obédé nastal Cas vénovany oSetfovani vyzbroje a samostatné pfiprave, politickovychovné praci, sportovni ¢innosti a
osobnimu volnu. Den zavrSila ve¢erni provérka, veCerka v deset hodin, a nakonec osm hodin spanku. K zaji§téni chodu
vnitini sluzby, ke strazni sluzbé a plnéni dalsich ukoll se uréovala celodenni sména Utvaru. Kromé strazi ji tvofili
zejména dozorci riznych Usekud Utvaru a pracovni sména v kuchyni. Vojaci zakladni sluzby vénovali mnoho ¢asu také
udrzbé kasaren a zajiStovani chodu utvaru.

Kazdy vojak mél pridélenou osobni zbran, kterou byla do padesatych let puska nebo samopal vzor 24/26. B&€hem prvni
poloviny Sedesatych let byli prakticky vSichni vojaci zakladni sluzby pfezbrojeni utoénymi puskami SA-58. Zbrané se
vydavaly jen pro plnéni tkoll vycviku, jinak byly stfezeny ve zbrojnich skladech. Mladi muzi se také ucili ovladat téZkou
vojenskou techniku, véetné tank( a dél. Zistaly jim odepfeny pouze sofistikovanéjsi zbranég, k jejichz ovladani bylo
tfeba vice Casu nez dvouleta sluzba. Vytipovani branci absolvovali jiz pfed nastupem vojenskeé sluzby kurs pro fizeni
nakladnich automobill, radiotelegraficky ¢i parasutisticky vycvik. V neposledni fadé armada vyuzivala vojaky rliznych
civilnich profesi, napfiklad kuchate nebo elektrikare.

Kromé toho musela armada narodnimu hospodarstvi nahrazovat obrovské od¢erpani pracovnich sil, které pfinaselo
povolani vojakl ke dvouleté sluzbé. A tak se vojsko kazdoro¢né ucastnilo rozsahlych vypomoci vzemédeélstvi i

v primyslu. Vedle toho byly nékteré uUtvary uréeny k ¢isté pracovnim ¢innostem. A brancam dUlezitych profesi, jako byli
napfiklad hornici, se umoznovalo absolvovat zkracenou nahradni sluzbu v délce péti mésict. Dalsi formu téchto
vypomoci predstavovaly nejrliznéjsi ,,dobrovolné“ pracovni brigady vojakd. Armada prosté vyuzivala vojaky jako levnou
pracovni silu.
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ARMADA VYUZIVALA VOJAKY JAKO LEVNOU PRACOVNI SILU. NEKTERi STRAVILI DOBU SVE SLUZBY TREBA V KOTELNE.




Navic jako pracovni a bojovou silu, o kterou bylo postarano velmi spartansky. Ve spole¢nych loznicich pfipadalo na
osobu 2,5 az 4 m? plochy, béZzné bylo vyuZzivani patrovych posteli, vystroj a véci osobni potfeby se musely vejit do skfiné
a stolku. Prostfedi vojenskych Utvar( bylo strohé, stisnéné a opotiebované. Na koupani mél vojak narok nejméné
jednou tydné, v té dobé si meénili osobni pradlo, lizkoviny a ruéniky. Kromé hygienickych poméra vojenské rady ur¢ovaly
podrobné také ubytovani, pravidla uklidu ¢i topeni, ovSem pouze teoreticky, realita bézného zivota leckdy nedosahovala
standard( predepsanych rady.

PROSTRED] VOJENSKYCH
UTVARD BYLO STROHE,
STISNENE A OPOTREBOVANE.
VYSTROJ A VECI 0SOBNi
POTREBY SE MUSELY VEJIT DO
SKRINE A STOLKU.
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Napéti mezi finan¢nimi naklady na fungovani poCetné armady a moznostmi nevykonné Ceskoslovenské ekonomiky
odnaseli nejvice vojaci zakladni sluzby. Takzvané staromazactvi meélo prakticky obsah: bylo nastrojem prerozdélovani
na vojné trvale nedostatkovych hodnot, jako byly penize, volny ¢as, pohodli, klid, lepSi jidlo, sportovni vyzZiti.
Staromazactvi zajiStovalo neopravnéné vyhody a privilegia, napfiklad prednostni odbér stravy, uvolnéni od prace,
uklidu, naro¢nych a nepopuldrnich ¢innosti, ale také usluhy, finan¢ni a materialni vykofistovani sluzebné mladSich
vojaka. V extrémnich formach dochazelo k psychickému a fyzickému naésili, ¢asto pod vlivem alkoholu.

PROSTORY KASAREN _ & M,
NEPOSKYTOVALY ESTETICKOU =1
ULEVU 0D POVINNOSTi A e

KAZDODENNIHO NAPETI.
FRUSTRACI Z SEDIVEHO ZIVOTA
NADRIZENi IGNOROVALI.
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Vojak zakladni sluzby pobiral symbolické sluzné ve vySi zhruba Sest procent bézného civilniho platu. Sluzné sice mélo
zohlednovat dosazené vojenské hodnosti ¢i funkce, ale drtiva vétSina vojaku byla trvale podhodnocena, a proto nucena
dotovat svij pobyt na vojné z podpory rodiny. Kromé toho bylo vojakovi poskytnuto naturalni zajisténi, tedy vystroj,
proviantni zabezpeceni, ,,politicko-osvétové zabezpedeni“, dopravni naklady, ubytovani nebo zdravotnické a kulturni
zabezpeceni.

K tomu nalezely napfiklad politickovychovné svétnice a knihovny na jednotlivych Utvarech, nebo zajmové krouzky a
umeélecké soubory, které zde rozvijely svou ¢innost. Vedle toho se promitaly filmy, a s programy pfijizdéli do kasaren
také profesionalni umélci. Oficialné byly preferovanymi oblastmi traveni volného ¢asu sport, kultura a technické
dovednosti. Uéelné vyuzivani volna mélo mit predevsim vychovny vyznam. Ale i v podporovanych &innostech hledali
vojaci hlavné mentalni ¢i skute¢ny unik z Sedi kasaren.

Skutecny unik, byt docasny, vSak pfinaSela az dovolena, ktera byla s vyjimkou let 1950-1960 narokova. Vojaci zakladni
sluzby se mohli podivat domU v kazdém roce sluzby na dobu deseti dnli. Naopak kratkodobé dvoudenni volno k
opusténi posadky, tzv. opustak, bylo vzdy kazenskou odménou. Takze pokud nemél vojak mimoradné vysledky nebo byl
dokonce kazensky trestan, mohl se do vzdaleného domova podivat jen jednou za rok na dovolenou.

Vlastné se ani nedivim, Ze asi nejcastéji travili vojaci svdj volny ¢as
konzumaci alkoholu. Pilo se na vychazkach v hospodach ¢i
restauracich, a pokud se podafilo tajne dostat alkohol do kasaren,
tak se pilo béhem volnych chvil i tam. Proto byla hospoda
pomyslnym druhym domovem vojaka, kde se zapijely chvile téZké i
radostné, z nichZ nejradostnéjsi byl bezpochyby odchod z vojny.
Ten se na jare i na podzim kaZzdoroc¢né projevoval také vytrznostmi,
prinichz nechybél alkohol, nékdy doSlo na vazna zranéni nebo
dokonce smrtelné urazy.

Vojak byl pfed odchodem do zalohy povinen plné nahradit sluzbu zameskanou pfekro¢enim dovolené, vykonem
kazenského trestu vézeni, zbéhnutim nebo svévolnym odlouc¢enim. Nasluhujici vojaci zpravidla setrvavali v kasarnach
v nec¢innosti, protoze pro né jiz zadny vycvik nebyl planovan. Tzv. nasluhovani pfedstavovalo problém i pro narodni
hospodafrstvi, protoze v souctu Slo o ztraty desetitisicll pracovnich dni.

39



Pro vojaky v zaloze do Sedesati let véku nicméné vojna zcela neskoncila — byli bézné povinni postupné vykonat celkem
Sestnact tydnu vojenskych cviceni, aby si udrzeli ziskané vojenské schopnosti, pfipadné mohli byt pfecvi¢eni pro
uzivani nové techniky. V praxi ovsem byvali vojaci povolani na cvi¢eni obvykle jen malo vyuZiti. Zaroven tato povinnost
vyvolavala pnuti mezi pozadavky armady a potfebami pracovnich sil ve statni ekonomice. V sedmdesatych letech se
totiz povolavalo ro¢né zhruba 135 000 vojaku v zaloze na Gtyftydenni vojenska cviceni.

SOUCAST NEOFICIALNICH TRADIC VOJAK( ZAKLADNI SLUZBY BYLO ZDOBENi
,KOSILE DO CIVILU“. SLO 0 POSLEDNi VYUZITI BILE KOSILE, KTEROU DOSTAL
VOJAK PRI PRICHODU NA VOINU PRO PRISAHU A DALSI SLAVNOSTN PRILEZITOSTI.
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NA CESTE K PROFESIONALNI ARMADE (19902004, CASY DEMOKRATICKE)

A tak tady od padesatych let nastupovali novi a novi vojaci a po
dvou letech odsud odchazeli, néktefi trochu vice ,,jako chlapi®
jimiZ se méli na vojné stat, ale témer vSichni s pocitem zmareného
Casu. Tata dobre vychézel s vojaky i dustojniky, takZe se mu
podafilo rozvinout docela zajimavy ,,byznys“ s ¢imkoliv — byl
schopen opatfit vSe, co v kasarnach chybélo, od alkoholu, pres
vybéroveé potraviny aZ po néjakou tu erotickou literaturu.

A ja tady vyrostla. Vzdycky mé bavilo byt v hospodeg, vlastné jsem
jiné prostredi ani neznala. Takze bylo vlastné pfirozené, Ze se
vyucim v oboru a stanu se servirkou. Diky tatovym znamostem
jsem se dostala na stfedni hotelovou skolu v Karlovych Varech, coZ
byla na konci osmdesatych let opravdova Spicka v oboru, dokonce
tam méli i tfidu, kde se pfipravovaly letusky pro Ceskoslovenské
aerolinie. Ja nastupovala vroce 1985 a po maturité jsem od léta
1989 nastoupila do hotelu Thermal. Hned nasledujici rok jsem ale
odjela do Vidné a tam pracovala v baru. Na zacatku devadesatych
let se nas tam takovych holek seSlo bezpocet.

Tata mezitim v draZbé v malé privatizaci koupil hospodu, ktera nasi
rodiné patfila od 19. stoleti. Hned zacal uvaZovat o modernizaci, uz
se vidél, jak barak rekonstruuje na maly rodinny hotel, jaké jsou k
vidéni'v Rakousku nebo jinde ,,na zapadé“. Ktém tvaham ho vedla i
skutec¢nost, Ze vSechny zmény, ke kterym doslo po listopadu 1989,
se promitly také do pribéhu vykonu vojenské sluzby, a tim do
fungovani hospody. Drivéjsi jistota stalé , klientely v zeleném*“ se
zacCala a rozpadat.
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Lidé sice formalné uznavali nutnost existence armady, nebyli si v§ak jisti jejim smyslem ani podobou samotné vojenské
sluzby. Pod tlakem demokratizace a s nové nabytou mozZnosti jednotlivell svobodné rozhodovat o vlastnim Zivotnim
sméfovani postupné klesal pocet branct uznanych zptsobilymi k vykonu vojenské sluzby. Viditelnym projevem téchto
zmeén byl i vznik alternativy v podobé sluzby civilni, a to hned v roce 1990 (zpocatku byla o polovinu delSi nez standardni
vojna, pozdéji byla prodlouzena na jeji dvojnasobek). Nové bylo také snazsi ziskat negativni lékarsky posudek, coz
spole¢né s vétsi toleranci odvodnich komisi vedlo k tomu, Ze celd fada mladych muz( byla zprosténa sluzby ze

zdravotnich ¢&i socialnich dtvodu.

NEUSTALE KLESAJICI MiRA
ZDRAVOTNI SCHOPNOSTI VYKONAT
SLUZBU BYLA OVLIVNOVANA JAK
CIVILIZACNIM VYVOJEM, TAK
INDIVIDUALNI SNAHOU VYHNOUT SE
SLUZBE FALSOVANIM ZPRAV 0
ZDRAVOTNIM STAVU.
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Navic v devadeséatych letech, po skonéeni studené valky vojenska sluzba a Arméda Ceské republiky nepatfily k
politickym prioritdm, coz bylo na jejich fungovani patrné. Pozornost se soustiedila spiSe na personalni odliv mladych
vojaku z povolani ¢i na odchody a rekvalifikace déle slouzicich vojak(; samotni ,,zakladaci“ se nezfidka ocitali na okraji
politického zajmu. Dlouhodobé se projevovaly dlsledky sporu o to, zda zachovat armadu konskripéniho (branného)
typu, nebo pfejit k jeji profesionalizaci, ktera vSak byla ve své dobé povazovana za ekonomicky pfili§ naro¢nou. Celkové
se v novych pomérech zakladni vojenské sluzbé prakticky nepodafilo dat novou, demokratickou napln, a tak byla
nadale vétSinoveé vnimana spise jako obét &i ztrata.

Dennirezim do zna¢né miry navazoval na predlistopadové obdobi, postupné vSak byly zavadény nékteré
demokratizac¢ni prvky. Vztahy mezi vojaky z povolani a vojaky zakladni sluzby i nadale nebyvaly vzdy harmonické;
pretrvavajicim problémem zlstaval neformalni systém tzv. mazacké vojny, Ustici v projevy extrémniho Sikanézniho
nasili. Toto sluzebni tabu se dafilo prolamovat jen postupné, stale Castéji se vSak objevovaly systémové snahy problém
fesit. Patrné nejviditelnéjsSim krokem bylo vtéleni paragrafu o poruSovani prav a chranénych zajmu vojakd do trestniho
zéakona.

V prvnich mésicich a letech po listopadové revoluci se zkracovani sluzby a odchod vojakul do civilu projevily nepfiznivé
v tom, Ze stanovené ukoly musel vykonavat omezeny pocet osob. Jindy kazdodenni rezim ramovalo omezovani vycviku
¢i limitované zasoby munice, pohonnych hmot a materialu. Na druhé strané byl od devadesatych let kladen stale vétsi
dlraz na kvalitu a dostate¢né mnozstvi stravy, prestoze stale nebylo mozné armadni standardy srovnavat s civilnim
svétem, zejména z hlediska pestrosti a ¢astecné i kvality jidel.

Pod tlakem verejné kritiky se postupné zlepSovala nejen kvalita stravovani, ale také ubytovani a ¢asti materialniho
vybaveni. Vizualnim symbolem zmény se stalo zavedeni stejnokroje vzor 95. Vyznamnou vyhodu pfedstavovala
moznost slouzit v posadce blizké trvalému bydlisti, coz vojakovi umoznovalo ¢astéjSi navstévy blizkych. Mizely také
nekteré drivéjsi vojenskeé ,,pilite" sluzby, jako byly hromadné ranni rozcvicky. Bézna sluzba se tak z hlediska denniho
rezimu pfibliZzovala civilnimu zaméstnani. Stejné jako v pfedchozim obdobi v§ak vojenskou sluzbu provazely nejrizné;jsi
mimoradné udalosti, at jiz to byly vazné Urazy a dopravni nehody, nebo projevy kriminality — kradeze, ilegalni obchody Ci
zproneveéry, a to pfedevsim vojenského materialu a pohonnych hmot.

K nejvyraznéjSim zménam, které vojaci po roce 1989 zazivali, patfilo odpolitizovani a zcivilnéni traveni volného ¢asu.
Souviselo to s nastolenim svobodnych pomér( ve spolec¢nosti a s omezenim vlivu, ¢i dokonce zéanikem dosavadnich
oficialnich instituci, jako byly masové mladeznické organizace nebo oficidlné organizované soutéze a aktivity, napfiklad
Armadni soutéz umélecké tvorivosti. Vojaci vSak stale predstavovali vdécné publikum, a tak do posadek a k utvariim
dale zajizdély osvédéené umélecké a hudebni soubory.
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Negativnim dlsledkem vychazek mimo kasérna se stavalo naruSovani vefejného poradku, vytrznosti a nasilné ciny,
Ccasto pachané pod vlivem alkoholu. Od roku 1990 byli vojaci mimo jiné na svych vychazkach pod dohledem nové
zfizené Vojenské policie. Navzdory otevirajicim se hranicim naopak ubyvalo pfipadl zbéhnuti, coz lze pfipisovat
pfipady v podobé vrazd a sebevrazd, nezfidka motivovanych psychickymi a mezilidskymi problémy zu¢astnénych. Stale
palcivéjSi problém predstavovalo také uzivani drog, jez vychazelo ze situace ve spole€nosti, jejimz neformalnim

zrcadlem armada byla.

0D ROKU 1990 BYLI VOJACI MIMO
JINE NA SVYCH VYCHAZKACH POD
DOHLEDEM NOVE ZRiZENE
VOJENSKE POLICIE.

Dlouhodobé pak vojaci nastupovali a pomahali pfi mimofadnych udalostech, ¢asto patfili mezi prvni, ktefi zasahovali

pfi pohromach a nestéstich, coz v pripadé uspéchu posilovalo prestiz armady u mistnich obyvatel i SirSi vefejnosti.

V konkrétnich mistech se ale vojaci nezfidka setkévali s projevy odporu vefejnosti v(i¢i své pfitomnosti. Casté&ji se také
feSila otazka uvolnéni kazné, coz bylo vnimano jako projev znovunabyté svobody a nezavislosti. Ale mozna Slo jen o to,
Ze vojaci nyni méli vice moznosti travit Cas za zdmi kasaren a byli tak v daném misté viditelngji pfitomni.
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Velmi pozitivné mladi muzi pfijimali zménu, kterou byla moznost vychazet z kasaren v civilnim odévu, tedy vymanit se

z odosobnéné uniformity. Ve volném Case, jez travili na plidé kasaren, se vedle nezbytného odpodcinku oteviral vétsi
prostor k seberealizaci - at jiz to byla osobita vyzdoba ubikaci, véetné erotickych motiv(, nebo vyuzivani nové dostupné
spotfebni elektroniky, zejména sledovani videokazet, pozdéji mobilni komunikace, nebo dokonce pouzivani osobnich
pocitact a hrani videoher. Pres veskeré snahy o napravu vSak z(istavalo kasarenské prostredi mistem vyskytu socialné
patologickych jevll, mezi néz patfily zejména alkoholismus, uzivani drog a Sikana.

Navzdory svobodnéjsim pomeér(im vojaci i jejich blizci nadale touzebné ocekavali a posléze bouflivé oslavovali odchod
do civilu jako dulezity zivotni meznik. Vojaky zakladni sluzby, ktefi se z pohledu nadfizenych osvédcili, oslovili velitelé Ci
armadni naborafri jesté pfed odchodem do civilu s nabidkou pokraCovat ve sluzbé jako vojaci z povolani. Nabor mezi
»Zakladaky“ zesilil po roce 2002, kdy bylo v souvislosti s pfipravovanou profesionalizaci armady potfeba doplnit k jiz
pocetnému dustojnickému sboru také dostatec¢né pocty vojakl a poddustojnikd.

V DEVADESATYCH LETECH SE RADA VOJAKD
VYKONAVAJICICH ZAKLADNI VOJENSKOU SLUZBU
PRIHLASILA TAKE DO NOVE SE FORMUJiCiCH :
JEDNOTEK VYSILANYCH DO ZAHRANICNICH MISi.
FOTOGRAFIE Z VYCVIKOVEHO STREDISKA PRO
MIROVE SILY OSN V CESKEM KRUMLOVE (ZIMA
1991/1992).

A1 0 lﬁ’?*

Ll
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Vzhledem k ekonomickym a personalnim omezenim bylo povolavani zaloznikd na cvi¢eni po roce 1989 spise
vyjimec&nou zalezitosti, pfiznacnou zejména pro prvni porevoluéni léta. A jak se blizila profesionalizace armady,
dobrovolna vojenska cvi¢eni (od roku 1999) a zfidit aktivni zalohy ozbrojenych sil (2004). To vSe s cilem doplnit mirové
podty profesionalni armady.

Protoze zakladni vojenska sluzba zanika, omezuje se systém odvodniho fizeni pouze na pfipad vyhlaseni stavu ohrozeni
statu Ci valecného stavu. Novy branny zdkon, s i¢innosti od ledna 2005, podita jak s odvody, tak s potencialnim
vykonem sluzby bez rozdilu pohlavi.

Jak se zacaly sniZovat pocty vojaku a zaroven se zmirnily podminky
vykonu sluzby, mladi muZi byli zarazovani do utvaru blize svému
bydlisti a také méli mozZnost Castéji jezdit domu, hospoda uZ nebyla
tim jedinym utocistéem pripominajicim domov a prostorem pro
vyboéeni z vojenského Zivota. Ubylo vojakd, postupné je nahrazuji
vikendovi hosté, ktefi sem zacinaji jezdit na vylety, a také chalupari,
ktefi zastavaji vérni krasam tohohle kraje. A ja, zatim posledni

z rodu Pozingerd, uréité najdu zplsob, jak tuhle hospodu dal
provozovat, jak udrzet rodinnou tradici...
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SLAVNOSTN POCHOD NOVYCH PRISLUSNIK( VZDUSNYCH SIL ARMADY CR, KTERI SLOZILI SLAVNOSTNi VOJENSKOU PRISAHU 6. SRPNA 1999 V HRADCI KRALOVE (TK /
ALEXANDRA MLEJNKOVA).
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OBRAZOVA PRILOHA A CASOVA OSA
ILLUSTRATIVE PHOTOS AND TIMELINE
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DATUM / DATE

UDALOST / EVENT

POPIS / NOTES

¢erven-srpen 1866

June-August 1866

prusko-rakouska valka

Austro-Prussian War

Po prohrané valce doSlo v habsburské monarchii nejen ke
statopravnim zménam, ale pfistoupilo se téz k zasadni
reorganizacivojska.

Following the defeat, the Habsburg Monarchy underwent
not only constitutional changes but also a fundamental
reorganization of its armed forces.

2.dubna 1868

April 2, 1868

konec bilych kabatct

End of White Coats

Ministersky vynos zavedl u péchoty bllizy v méné
demaskujici tmavé modré barvé. Nahradil tak do té doby
tradi¢ni bilou barvu jednotné stanovenou za vlady Marie
Terezie.

A ministerial decree introduced a less revealing dark blue
blouse for infantry, replacing the traditional white color
that had been standard during the reign of Maria Theresa.

5. prosince 1868

December 5, 1868

branny zakon

Conscription Act

ZavedenivSeobecné branné povinnosti v Rakousko-
Uhersku.

Introduction of universal military service in Austria-
Hungary.

1. listopadu 1873

November 1, 1873

novy sluzebni fad

New Service Regulations

V platnost veSel zakladni normativ, podle néjz se Fidil Zivot
v armadeé. S ¢etnymi novelizacemi a doplnky Ucinkoval az
do zaniku monarchie v roce 1918.

The basic regulations governing life in the army came into
force. With numerous amendments and additions, they
remained in effect until the end of the monarchy in 1918.

2. fijna 1882

October 2, 1882

novela branného zédkona

Amendment to the Conscription Act

Zavedla mj. osmitydenni vycvik pro ndhradni zaloZzniky a
prodlouzila délku prezencéni sluzby u valeéného
namornictva na Gtyfi roky.

Among other measures, it introduced eight weeks of
training for reserve replacements and extended active
service in the navy to four years.
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1886-1888

1886-1888

zavadéni opakovacich pusek do vyzbroje

Introduction of Repeating Rifles

Jednoranné zadovky Wanzel a Werndl pouzivané od roku
1867 nahrazovaly pétiranné opakovacky systému
Mannlicher.

The single-shot Wanzel and Werndl rifles used since 1867
were gradually replaced by five-shot Mannlicher repeating
rifles.

11. dubna 1889

April 11, 1889

novy branny zakon

New Conscription Act

Obéma zemébranam byly pfidéleny vlastni odvodni
kontingenty i nahradni zalohy. Odvodni vék se posunul na
21 let.

Both Landwehr forces received their own recruitment
contingents and reserve formations. The draft age was
raised to 21.

1908

1908

polni stejnokroj v barve stic¢i Sedi

Pike-Grey Field Uniform

ZkusSenosti z burské a rusko-japonské valky vyzdvihly
vyznam maskovani a podnitily diskusi ohledné barvy
polniho stejnokroje i v Rakousko-Uhersku. Ze zkousek
vySel vitézné specificky modro-Sedy odstin.

Experience from the Boer War and the Russo-Japanese
War highlighted the importance of camouflage and
stimulated debate on the color of field uniforms in Austria-
Hungary. A distinctive blue-grey shade emerged as the
preferred option.

5. ¢ervence 1912

July 5, 1912

novy branny zékon

New Conscription Act

Kromé navyseni odvodnich kontingentd zakon obsahoval
také zkraceni prezenéni sluzby.

Besides increasing conscription quotas, the law also
provided for a reduction in the length of compulsory active
military service.

31. ¢ervence 1914

July 31,1914

vSeobecna mobilizace

General Mobilization

Na vrcholu krize vyvolané sarajevskym atentatem
Rakousko-Uhersko uvedlo své vojsko do vale¢ného stavu.

At the height of the crisis triggered by the Sarajevo
assassination, Austria-Hungary placed its armed forces
on a war footing.
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1868-1918: NA SNIMKU MEZI SOHAJI Z VACENOVIC NA KYJOVSKU STOJi I JEJICH STAROSTA, KTERY JE DOPROVAZEL, ABY DOSVEDCIL JEJICH TOTOZNOST. NA KONCI DNE PO
VERDIKTU CERSTVI ODVEDENCI SLOZILI PRISAHU A SVE KLOBOUKY 0ZDOBILI POPULARNiMI PAViMI PERY.

1868-1918: A GROUP OF SOHAJI (YOUNG MEN, LADS — A DIALECT WORD FROM THE SLOVACKO REGION) FROM VACENOVICE IN THE KYJOV DISTRICT, ACCOMPANIED BY THEIR
MAYOR, WHO CAME ALONG TO VOUCH FOR THEIR IDENTITY. AT THE END OF THE DAY, ONCE THE VERDICT HAD BEEN GIVEN, THE NEWLY ENLISTED MEN TOOK THEIR OATH AND
ADORNED THEIR HATS WITH THE CUSTOMARY PEACOCK FEATHERS.
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1868-1918: DIKY POSTE MOHL VOJAK ALESPON NA DALKU UDRZOVAT SVE DOSAVADNi SOCIALN{ VAZBY. TOUTO CESTOU PRICHAZELA | MATERIALNi POMOC. BALICKY S JIDLEM
PRILEPSILY HLADOVEMU ZALUDKU A PENEZNi POUKAZKY POMAHALY ZMIRNIT VEGNE NAPJATOU FINANCNI SITUACI.

1868-1918: THANKS TO THE MAIL, SOLDIERS WERE ABLE TO MAINTAIN THEIR EXISTING SOCIAL TIES, AT LEAST FROM A DISTANCE. MATERIAL AID ALSO ARRIVED THROUGH
THIS CHANNEL. FOOD PACKAGES PROVIDED RELIEF FOR HUNGRY STOMACHS, AND MONEY ORDERS HELPED EASE THE PERPETUALLY STRAINED FINANCIAL SITUATION.
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1868-1918: PO OBEDE. SNIMEK Z POZOSTALOSTI FOTOAMATERA ZACHYTIL NA PAMATKU OSAZENSTVO SVETNICE JEDNOROGNICH DOBROVOLNIK(. JAK PROZRAZUJE MOBILIAR
A JIDELNi NACINI, VOJACI SE TEHDY STRAVOVALI U STOLD V TEZE MISTNOSTI, KDE SPALI.

1868-1918: AFTER LUNCH. A SNAPSHOT FROM THE ESTATE OF AN AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHER CAPTURED, AS A KEEPSAKE, THE OCCUPANTS OF A ROOM OF ONE-YEAR
VOLUNTEERS. AS THE FURNISHINGS AND DINING UTENSILS REVEAL, SOLDIERS AT THAT TIME TOOK THEIR MEALS AT TABLES IN THE VERY ROOM WHERE THEY SLEPT.
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1868-1918: KAZDEHO ZALOZNiKA PROVAZELA TATO KNIZECKA ZBYTKEM JEHO NEAKTIVNi SLUZBY A PRED URADY MU SLOUZILA JAKO DOKLAD, ZE DOSTAL VSEM SVYM
POVINNOSTEM.

1868-1918: THIS BOOKLET ACCOMPANIED EVERY RESERVIST FOR THE REMAINDER OF HIS INACTIVE SERVICE AND SERVED AS PROOF TO THE AUTHORITIES THAT HE HAD
FULFILLED ALL HIS DUTIES.



DATUM / DATE

UDALOST / EVENT

POPIS / NOTES

28.fijna 1918
October 28,1918

vznik Ceskoslovenské republiky

Establishment of the Czechoslovak Republic

Zacala se vytvaret ¢eskoslovenska branna moc.

The Czechoslovak armed forces began to be
formed.

9. dubna 1920

April 9, 1920

prvni ¢s. branny zakon

First Czechoslovak Conscription Act

BylvyhlaSen zakon definujici brannou povinnost
a vojenskou sluzbu.

The law defining military obligation and military
service was promulgated.

12. fijna 1920

October 12,1920

nastup historicky prvnich ¢eskoslovenskych novack(

Enlistment of the First Czechoslovak Conscripts

Prestaly definitivné platit staré rakousko-uherské
branné zakony a predpisy.

The old Austro-Hungarian conscription laws and
regulations finally ceased to apply.

24. fijna 1921

October 24, 1921

mobilizace

Mobilization

V reakci na snahy nékdejSiho cisare Karla . o
pfevzeti moci v Madarsku bylo povolano na ¢tvrt
milionu zaloznikd.

In response to former Emperor Charles I's

attempts to regain power in Hungary, around a
quarter of a million reservists were called up.

1923

1923

délka sluzby 18 mésicu

Length of Service Reduced to 18 Months

V Fijnu nastoupili novacci, kterym se
pfipocitavala k zakonné délce pouze ¢tyfmésicni
delSi ¢inna sluzba.

Conscripts called up in October were credited
only with an additional four months beyond the
statutory term of service.

1932

1932

délka sluzby 14 mésicl

Length of Service Reduced to 14 Months

Byla kone¢né zavedena povinna vojenska sluzba
na délku, kterou stanovoval branny zdkon.
Opatfeni mélo jepici Zivot.

Military service was finally reduced to the length

stipulated by the conscription law, though the
measure proved short-lived.
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31. prosince 1934

December 31, 1934

zavedena dvouleta povinna sluzba

Introduction of Two-Year Compulsory Service

Mezinarodni situace obratila predstavy o
zkracovani délky sluzby na hlavu. Dva roky pak
platily az do roku 1990.

The international situation reversed previous
plans to shorten military service. The two-year
term remained in force until 1990.

1938

1938

mnichovska dohoda

Munich Agreement

V krizovém roce doslo k povolavani zaloznikd k
mimoradné sluzbé ¢i cvicenim, a pfedevSim k
zarijové mobilizaci, ktera se v zasadé tykala
vSech zaloznik( do Ctyriceti let.

During the crisis year, reservists were repeatedly
called up for extraordinary service and exercises,
culminating in the September mobilization
affecting virtually all reservists under forty.

15.3.1939

March 3, 1939

okupace zbytku ¢eskych zemi

Occupation of the Remaining Czech Lands

V dlsledku okupace doslo k likvidaci ¢s. branné
moci a tim i povinné vojenské sluzby pro ¢eské
obyvatelstvo.

The occupation led to the dissolution of the
Czechoslovak armed forces and the end of
compulsory military service for the Czech
population.

1945

1945

obnoveni branné moci

Restoration of the Armed Forces

Po osvobozeni od nacismu byla s navratem ¢s.
armady zavedena i povinna dvouleta sluzba,
vétsina ro¢nikd brancl neodvedenych za valky ji
vSak méla zdsadné zkracenou.

Following liberation from Nazi rule, compulsory
two-year military service was reintroduced
together with the returning Czechoslovak Army,
although most wartime cohorts served
significantly shorter terms.
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1918-1948: NOVAGCI NA DVORE KASAREN S NEZBYTNYMI PROPRIETAMI. POVSIMNETE SI ODVRACENEHO REKRUTA ZCELA VLEVO, KTERY SE DAL PREVENTIVNE (A ZREJME
DOSTI AMATERSKY) OSTRIHAT JESTE PRED NASTUPEM.

1918-1948: RECRUITS IN THE BARRACKS YARD WITH THE REQUISITE KIT. NOTE THE RECRUIT TURNED AWAY AT THE FAR LEFT, WHO - AS A PRECAUTION - HAD HAD HIS HAIR
CUT (EVIDENTLY RATHER AMATEURISHLY) BEFORE REPORTING FOR SERVICE.
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1918-1948: SEZNAM VECI PO ZEMRELEM VOJINOVI LETECKEHO PLUKU, KTERE NALEZLA KOMISE VYSETRUJICI JEHO SEBEVRAZDU (1934).

1918-1948: A LIST OF THE PERSONAL EFFECTS OF A DECEASED PRIVATE OF AN AIR REGIMENT, FOUND BY THE COMMISSION INVESTIGATING HIS SUICIDE (1934).




-

1918-1948: VE VOJENSKEM ZATISi SE MEL VOJAK USLECHTILE BAVIT A VZDELAVAT. PRO VOJAKY BYLA JEHO STEZEJNi SOUCASTi PRODEJNA A KANTYNA.

1918-1948: IN THE MILITARY DAY-ROOM (VOJENSKE ZATIS{), THE SOLDIER WAS MEANT TO ENTERTAIN AND EDUCATE HIMSELF IN A WHOLESOME MANNER. FOR THE SOLDIERS,
TS CENTRAL COMPONENTS WERE THE SHOP AND THE CANTEEN.
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1918-1948: DOBOVE ZAZNAMY O PRESTUPCICH, PRECINECH, ZLOCINECH A TRESTECH.
1918-1948: RECORDS ON INFRACTION, MISDEMEANOR, FELONY, AND PUNISHMENTS.
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DATUM / DATE

UDALOST / EVENT

POPIS / NOTES

25. Unora 1948
February 25, 1948

WVitézny unor*

Communist Takeover

Prevzeti moci v Ceskoslovensku komunistickou stranou.

The Communist Party seized power in Czechoslovakia.

10. dubna 1949

April 10, 1949

branny zakon

Conscription Act

Branny zakon ¢. 92/1949 Sb. platil s Upravami az do konce
roku 1999.

Conscription Act No. 92/1949 Coll. remained in force, with
amendments, until the end of 1999.

1. z&fi, 1950

September 1, 1950

pomocné technické prapory (PTP)

Auxiliary Technical Battalions

Ztizeny Pomocné technické prapory pro vykon sluzby
politicky nespolehlivych brancd.

The first Auxiliary Technical Battalions were established for
politically unreliable conscripts.

1. Fijna 1950
October 1, 1950

nové vojenskeé rady

New Military Regulations

Zavedeni novych vojenskych fad( podle sovétského vzoru.

Introduction of new military regulations modelled on the
Soviet system.

¢erven 1954

June 1954

Ceskoslovenska lidova armada

Czechoslovak People’s Army

Novy nazev ozbrojenych sil, zruSen az v roce 1990.

A new official name for the armed forces, abolished in 1990.

1. ledna 1960
January 1, 1960

pfisaha socialistickému statu

Oath to the Socialist State

Novy text vojenské pfisahy, ktery platil az do bfezna 1990.

A new military oath was introduced and remained in force
until March 1990.

1962
1962

polni stejnokroj vz. 60

Model 60 Field Uniform

Zavedeny polni a cvi¢né stejnokroje vzor 60 (,,jehli¢i“).

Introduction of the Model 60 field and training uniforms,
known as “pine needles.”

21. srpna 1968

August 21, 1968

vojenska intervence VarSavské smlouvy

Warsaw Pact Military Intervention

Vojaci nemohli branit vlast proti cizimu vojenskému vpadu,
coz zasadné ovlivnilo moralku armady v nasledujicich
desetiletich.

Soldiers were unable to defend the country against the
foreign invasion, which profoundly affected army morale for
decades.
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leden 1985

January 1985

vymeéna na postu ministra obrany

New Minister of National Defense

Ministra narodni obrany generala Martina DzUra vystfidal po
sedmnacti letech general Milan Vaclavik.

After seventeen years in office, Minister of National Defense
General Martin Dzur was replaced by General Milan Vaclavik.

'¢ESKOSLOVENSKA LIDOVA ARMADA
SPOLEHLIVA ZASTITA SOCIALISTICKE VLASTI

6. X.DEN

-

1948-1989: OSLAVNY PLAKAT K ARMADNIMU SVATKU (6. RJNA). STYLIZOVANA KRESBA
VOJAKA SVIRAJICIHO PUSKU S NASAZENYM BODAKEM, RAKETY A JERAB V POZADI SPOJUJI
OBRANYSCHOPNOST S BUDOVATELSKYM ETOSEN. VLAJKY A ZNAKY SPOJENECKYCH
SOCIALISTICKYCH STATO v CELE SE SOVETSKYM SVAZEM PEVNE ZASAZUJi CS. LIDOVOU
ARMADU DO RAMCE VARSAVSKE SMLOUVY.

1948-1989: A CELEBRATORY POSTER FOR THE ARMY’S HOLIDAY (OCTOBER 6). THE
STYLIZED DRAWING OF A SOLDIER GRIPPING A RIFLE WITH A FIXED BAYONET, ALONG WITH
ROCKETS AND A CRANE IN THE BACKGROUND, LINKS MILITARY PREPAREDNESS WITH THE
ETHOS OF SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION. THE FLAGS AND EMBLEMS OF ALLIED SOCIALIST
STATES, HEADED BY THE SOVIET UNION, FIRMLY SITUATE THE CZECHOSLOVAK PEOPLE'S
ARMY WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE WARSAW PACT.
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LNOU POV|NN6
O OBCANA JE

: OBRANA VLAST|
| A JEJIHO SOCIALISTICKEHO ZRIZENI

1948-1989: MLADIK PRED ODVODNI KOMISI - PODOBNE T0 VYPADALO VE VSECH OKRESECH STATU. V NASLEDUJICCH MESICiCH MOHL OCEKAVAT POVOLAVACi ROZKAZ.

1948-1989: A YOUNG MAN IN FRONT OF THE CONSCRIPTION COMMISSIONS - SIMILARLY AS IN EVERY DISTRICT OF THE COUNTRY. IN THE MONTHS THAT FOLLOWED, THE NEWLY
CONSCRIPTED YOUNG MAN COULD EXPECT HIS CALL-UP PAPERS.
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1948-1989: OFICIALNI OBRAZ POLITICKEHO SKOLENi MUZSTVA: VOJACI ZAKLADNi SLUZBY SI POD VEDENM POLITICKEHO PRACOVNIKA PORIZU)I POZNAMKY A ZiSKAVAJI
CENNE POZNATKY. NASTENKY V POZAD{ MELY PODOBNY POLITICKY OBSAH.

1948-1989: THE OFFICIAL IMAGE OF THE POLITICAL INSTRUCTION OF THE RANK AND FILE: SOLDIERS PERFORMING BASIC SERVICE, UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF A POLITICAL
OFFICER, TAKE NOTES AND ACQUIRE “VALUABLE KNOWLEDGE.” THE NOTICE BOARDS IN THE BACKGROUND CARRIED CONTENT OF A SIMILAR POLITICAL NATURE.
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1948-1989: ZAJMOVA UMELECKA CINNOST. OFICIALNi ARANZOVANY SNIMEK UKAZUJE HUDEBNI SOUBOR S PODPOROVANYM FOLKLORNIM PROGRAMEM A IDEOLOGICKY
ZADOUCIM POZADIM.

1948-1989: AMATEUR ARTISTIC ACTIVITY. THE OFFICIAL, STAGED PHOTOGRAPH SHOWS A MUSIC ENSEMBLE WITH A SANCTIONED FOLKLORIC PROGRAM AND AN
IDEOLOGICALLY DESIRABLE BACKDROP.
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Cecflie BasA za blizké prfousné Bvien CIVIL 6 PANE, poplachové svitlo

sestra
nechi jf evitf ...
BEJ3PASTNESSS pozisTaLni: 3

1948-1989: BLIZICI SE ODCHOD DO CIVILU DOPROVAZELA LIDOVA TVORIVOST VOJAKU. TYPICKE BYLY - VEDLE METR( A RUGNE VYRABENYCH ODZNAK( - ZEJMENA RUCNE
MALOVANE ,VOJENSKE BANKOVKY", KTERE NESLY KULATE GiSLO UDAVAJICI POCET DNi DO KONCE SLUZBY SPOLU SE SATIRICKYMI KRESBAMI. VRCHOLEM BYLA ,TRISTOVKA"
VELIKOSTI DOBOVE STOKORUNY, KTERA BYLA DOPROVAZENA PARODICKYM SMUTECNIM OZNAMENIM.

1948-1989: THE APPROACHING RETURN TO CIVILIAN LIFE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY THE SOLDIERS' VERNACULAR CREATIVITY. ALONGSIDE THE COUNTDOWN TAPES AND
HANDMADE BADGES, THE MOST TYPICAL ITEMS WERE THE HAND-PAINTED “MILITARY BANKNOTES,” WHICH BORE A ROUND NUMBER INDICATING THE COUNT OF DAYS
REMAINING UNTIL THE END OF SERVICE, TOGETHER WITH SATIRICAL DRAWINGS. THE HIGH POINT WAS THE "THREE HUNDRED," THE SIZE OF THE PERIOD"S HUNDRED-CROWN
NOTE, WHICH WAS ACCOMPANIED BY A PARODY DEATH NOTICE.



DATUM / DATE

UDALOST / EVENT

POPIS / NOTES

listopad-prosinec
1989

sametova revoluce

Pad komunistického rezimu v Ceskoslovensku.

November- Velvet Revolution The collapse of the communist regime in Czechoslovakia.

December 1989

1990 zkraceni vojenskeé sluzby a civilni | Povinna vojna byla zkracena ze 24 na 18 mésicl a byla zavedena

sluzba alternativa v podobé civilni sluzby.

1990 Reduction of Military Service and | Compulsory military service was reduced from 24 to 18 months and

Introduction of Civilian Service an alternative form of civilian service was introduced.

1991 zanik VarSavské smlouvy ZruSeni vojensko-politického uskupeni, které dominovalo stfedni
Evropé po vétSinu studené valky.

1991 Dissolution of the Warsaw Pact The military-political alliance that had dominated Central Europe
throughout most of the Cold War was abolished.

1992 zanik Cs. lidové armady V dlsledku rozdéleni ¢s. federace na dva nastupnické staty zanikla
také dosavadni spole¢na armada.

1992 Dissolution of the Czechoslovak The division of the Czechoslovak federation into two successor states

People’s Army also brought an end to the common armed forces.

1993 vznik Arméady Ceské republiky a Se vznikem samostatného ¢eského statu vznikla Armada Ceské

zkraceni vojenské sluzby republiky a povinna vojna byla zkracena na 12 mésicu.

1993 Establishment of the Army of the | With the creation of the independent Czech state, the Army of the

Czech Republic and Reduction of | Czech Republic was established and compulsory military service was
Military Service reduced to twelve months.

1999 vstup Ceské republiky do NATO Ceska republika byla pfijata mezi &leny NATO a byla také vytvorena
fada novych zdkonnych norem, véetné napft. branného zdkona, nebo
zakona o ozbrojenych silach Ceské republiky.

1999 Czech Republic Joins NATO The Czech Republic became a member of NATO. A number of new

legal regulations were also adopted, including a new conscription act
and the Act on the Armed Forces of the Czech Republic.
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31. prosince 2004

December 31,
2004

zruSeni zakladni vojenské sluzby
a civilni sluzby

Abolition of Conscription and
Civilian Service

Doslo k oficidlnimu zruSeni vykonu branné povinnosti v dobé miru a
armada byla profesionalizovana. | nadale zUstal zachovan vykon
branné povinnosti pro muze i zeny prostfednictvim mobilizace za
vyhlaSeného stavu ohrozeni statu a vale€ného stavu.

Compulsory military service in peacetime was officially abolished and
the armed forces were professionalized. Military obligations for men
and women remained in force in the event of mobilization during a

state of emergency or war.

1990-2004: ROZPAKY NEBO HRANE
HRDINSTVI BYLD MOZNE VYCIST Z TVARi
NEKTERYCH NOVACK{, KTER 3. DUBNA
2002 NARUKOVALI NA 1. VYCVIKOVOU
ZAKLADNU PROTILETADLOVEHO VOJSKA
DO ZATCE (CTK / LIBOR ZAVORAL).

1990-2004: EMBARRASSMENT OR
FEIGNED HEROISM COULD BE READ ON
THE FACES OF SOME OF THE RECRUITS
WHO, ON 3 APRIL 2002, REPORTED FOR
DUTY AT THE 15" ANTI-AIRCRAFT FORCES
TRAINING BASE IN ZATEC (CTK / LIBOR

== ZAVORAL).
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1990-2004: VOJACI Z VOJENSKEHO UTVARU V RADOSOVE NA KARLOVARSKU TRAVI VOLNY CAS NA UBIKACI (GTK / IVAN BABE).

1990-2004: SOLDIERS FROM THE MILITARY UNIT IN RADOSOV IN THE KARLOVY VARY REGION SPENDING THEIR FREE TIME IN THEIR QUARTERS (CTK / IVAN BABEJ).

n




1990-2004: POSLEDNI VOJACI ZAKLADNI VOJENSKE SLUZBY, KTERI 22. PROSINCE 2004 ODESLI DO CIVILU, OSLAVOVALI CESTOU DOM( NA PRAZSKEM HLAVNIM NADRAZI.
POVINNA VOJNA TAK SKONGILA PO TEMER 140 LETECH (CTK / MARTIN STERBA).

1990-2004: THE LAST CONSCRIPTS PERFORMING COMPULSORY MILITARY SERVICE, WHO WERE DISCHARGED INTO CIVILIAN LIFE ON 22 DECEMBER 2004, CELEBRATING ON
THEIR WAY HOME AT PRAGUE MAIN STATION. COMPULSORY MILITARY SERVICE THUS CAME TO AN END AFTER ALMOST 140 YEARS (CTK / MARTIN STERBA).
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For exactly 136 years, generations of men in the Czech lands were subject to compulsory military service —an
experience that profoundly shaped their lives and relationship to their homeland. From the introduction of universal
conscription in the Habsburg Monarchy in 1868 to the abolition of compulsory service in the Czech Republic in 2004,
millions of conscripts passed through the barracks.

For most, military service served as a rite of passage into adulthood, requiring separation from home and immersion in
a closed world governed by its own rules, language, and daily routines. What, in fact, was military service meant to
accomplish? Officially, it prepared men to defend their homeland; yet the state envisioned much more. Service was
intended as a lesson in citizenship, a process for turning boys into men, and a means of instilling order, duty, and
obedience to authority. In practice, however, these ambitions were only partially realized.

The exhibition “Service to the Homeland: The Everyday Life of Compulsory Military Service in the Czech Lands, 1868-
2004” presents a comprehensive view of what military service meant for conscripts and the everyday realities they
faced in peacetime.

The key topics of the exhibition are presented in this catalog. It reveals what soldiers experienced day after day between
reveille and lights-out: military training, material conditions, the forging of social relationships — camaraderie as well as
bullying — limited contact with home and loved ones, ways of spending free time, and feelings of fear or boredom. It was
through these (extra)ordinary experiences that, over the decades, an individual’s relationship to the state, the army,
authority, society, and to himself was forged.

The text is divided into four historical periods, each set within a broader historical and social context and told through
the story of a single family, whose “small history” is inseparably linked to compulsory military service. While this
family’s story is fictional, it is set in plausible, historically grounded locations. The narrative underscores how personal
destinies and “big” history are intertwined, and how soldiers’ lives were shaped both inside military facilities and
beyond the barracks. In this account, these interactions converge in the pub — a space between two worlds, military
and civilian — at least, as it is imagined in our story.
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A PLACE HALFWAY BETWEEN MILITARY SERVICE AND CIVILIAN LIFE

In three days, it will be Christmas Eve. And even though we will
celebrate it the same way just like when | was a little girl, Christmas
2004 will be different. Tomorrow, the last conscripts will be leaving
for civilian service. There was not a soldier in our region who would
not have passed through here. For more than a hundred years, this
pub that my ancestors founded was a refuge for soldiers from the
nearby garrison. Now, the Czech army is being professionalized
since the New Year. Soldiers who used to come to us will no longer
be here, and the fate of our pub is uncertain. | don’t want to accept
this change yet, especially now that the holidays are coming and
everyone is rejoicing — the celebrations of leaving for civilian service
and the end of compulsory military service have been going on here
for a week.

But still, | feel that with the changes coming, not only will the army
change, but something will also change in our family’s history.
Because this place, our family’s pub has always been halfway
between the civilian world and the military world, not only factually,
because it is located between the train station and the barracks,
but also symbolically. At the same time, it has always been a bit of
a home for the soldiers. Also because the women here have always
been willing to listen, to console. They have heard thousands of
stories and experiences from the military service, kept them in their
memory and then told them over and over again, from the time of
the Austrian Monarchy to the present day. | will also tell this story to
my children one day. But today | want to remember the soldiers
alone, right here, in our pub.
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MILITARY SERVICE IN THE EMPEROR'S COAT (1868-1918, HABSBURG MONARCHY)

The history of our family, which is connected to the pub, began to
be written in the 19th century by Florian Pozinger, one of my
ancestors. Originally, he wanted to settle in this region and build a
farm. But after the military garrison began to expand nearby, Florian
changed his plans. He left the farm running management to his
brother, bought this house by the train station, and turned it into a
pub. A pub for soldiers. Soldiers had been quartered in our town for
ages. With the introduction of compulsory military service for all
men in the late 1860s, the service was shortened from eight years
to three, so new boys were rotated here more often. Great-great-
grandfather Florian Pozinger was an entrepreneur. He not only sold
cattle and agricultural crops from the farm to the local garrison, but
also arranged for himself a pub concession. His father disagreed
with this, but further developments proved Florian was right.

With the introduction of universal conscription in 1868, all male citizens of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy were
required to serve in the military personally. No longer could one buy exemption or send a substitute. Every young man,
regardless of wealth, noble birth, or social standing, had to appear before the conscription board in the year of his
twentieth birthday (from 1890, his twenty-first). The board, chaired by the district governor or deputy and attended by
a civilian and military physician, an authorized official, officers, and witnesses, oversaw the process. Typically, more
recruits appeared than the quota required, so a lottery determined who would serve. Those selected, starting with the
lowest number, entered the Common Army; once its numbers were filled, the remainder joined the Landwehr from
1890. Any surplus men —including those granted relief for occupational or family reasons —were assigned to the
supplementary reserve, initially with no training, later receiving eight to ten weeks of basic instruction (extended by the
Conscription Act of 1912), after which they returned home.
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Twelve years of compulsory military service were mandated; however, this period was divided between full-time service
and reserve obligations. Young men served three years in the land army or four years in the navy of the Common Army,
then remained registered as reserves until their twelfth year of service. Those joining the Landwehr (the territorial

defense) served for two years. Men with sufficient education and social standing could volunteer for one year of training

and, upon passing an exam, become reserve officers.

Throughout this period, reserve soldiers were required to report regularly to the authorities, including any change of
residence or travel lasting more than two weeks. They were also called up for military exercises; members of the

Common Army completed three such trainings, each lasting at least thirteen days. Afterwards, men were obligated to

serve in the home guard until their forty-two, though this involved only annual reporting.
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THE MAIN CONSCRIPTION
ASSESSMENTS WERE HELD ANNUALLY,
USUALLY IN MARCH AND APRIL. THE
FUTURE COURSE OF YOUNG MEN'S
LIVES WAS BEING DECIDED BEFORE
THE CONSCRIPTION BOARD. THE
CONSCRIPTS’ STATE OF HEALTH AND
THE OVERALL RESULTS OF THE
ASSESSMENTS WERE EVALUATED
STATISTICALLY BY THE MILITARY
ADMINISTRATION.



When the town’s representatives reached an agreement with the
state authorities in the 1880s and built new barracks, the local
military garrison grew. Luck favors the prepared, and so the soldiers
found their way to Florian’s initially small inn, which became their
go-to establishment because of its good beer.

Countless soldiers passed through these barracks. Due to the territorial principle of recruitment, most conscripts from
a given locality were assigned to the same infantry regiment, allowing them to serve alongside friends and
acquaintances. As a result, many men experienced military life in a familiar social and cultural environment — unlike
those posted to remote battalions in the Balkans, South Tyrol, or Galicia. This sense of familiarity was reinforced by the
use of soldiers’ native languages in instruction, even though German was the command language and all had to learn
basic German commands. Among family and friends, soldiers usually discussed their service in their mother tongue,
often describing it — as later generations would — as a necessary evil and a waste of time.

THE TROOPS WOULD ASSEMBLE FOR
THE CEREMONIAL SWEARING OF
THE MILITARY OATH USUALLY ON

2 NOVEMBER, ON SO-CALLED
DUSIEKY (ALL SOULS’ DAY). BY
THEN THE RECRUITS HAD AMONTH ﬁ
OF DRILL BEHIND THEM AND HAD

BEEN JUDGED FIT TO APPEAR IN
UNIFORM IN PUBLIC. THE
PHOTOGRAPH COMES FROM
JOSEFOV,

A




How could they not, when work and leisure awaited them at home, and the start of military service often felt more like
the onset of a prison sentence than service to country and emperor. The uniform erased not only outward distinctions
but also social differences, and donning it deeply unsettled the self-confidence of young men newly arrived at the
barracks. Feelings of insecurity and vulnerability were heightened by the ritual shaving of heads, which also marked
newcomers for all to see. Yet a sense of camaraderie among new recruits helped them weather these initial hardships —
a bond that, for those who enlisted together, often lasted throughout their service. In contrast, older soldiers, upon the
newcomers’ arrival, passed on their duties and expected respect from the younger men. Still, this was not bullying in its
harshest sense; it did not threaten the health or lives of the soldiers.

At the outset of service, each soldier received two sets of clothing — a rougher set for training and a better-quality
uniform for going out on leave. In the barracks, every soldier was assigned his own bed, with a clothes rack and shelf
fixed above it. Each man had to stuff his straw mattress himself in the courtyard to prevent it from flattening too quickly.
Every piece of state-issued equipment had a precisely designated place, as prescribed by regulations. From the very
beginning, recruits were also issued their weapon - a rifle with a bayonet.

The same room where soldiers slept also served as their dining area. The army paid close attention to food hygiene and
nutritional value, and if standards were maintained, soldiers enjoyed meat more frequently and in larger portions than
was typical in civilian life. Other notable entitlements included regular rations of bread and tobacco. Space for personal
belongings was limited to a lockable black wooden case of standardized size kept under the bed; this case was
acquired at the soldier’s own expense or sometimes inherited from father to son.

Military life was governed by strict regulations defining every role, right, and duty. The initial eight weeks — known as first
military training — involved rigorous physical exercise, close-order drill with and without weapons, and ever more
challenging marksmanship training. Recruits also attended theoretical instruction at the so-called school, where they
learned military regulations, the theory of shooting, fundamentals of military craft, and, crucially, the full scope of their
rights, duties, and potential punishments.
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In addition to military duties, soldiers performed routine tasks such as cleaning, heating and lighting their quarters, and
replenishing drinking water. Their day began at five in the morning (at six during winter period), with curfew set at nine in
the evening, by which time everyone was expected back in the barracks, unless special permission had been granted.

During the initial weeks of intensive training, recruits were granted no free time beyond prescribed rest. As training
advanced and soldiers assumed new responsibilities, their personal time gradually expanded. The most coveted
privilege was leave or furlough, offering a rare escape from barracks life and a brief return to civilian reality. However,
access to these legal escapes was strictly conditional on fulfilling one’s duties and maintaining discipline.

THE ROOM ORDERLY
(ZIMMERORDONANZ) WAS
RESPONSIBLE FOR TIDYING UP,
HEATING, AND LIGHTING THE
ROOM, INCLUDING REFILLING
THE DRINKING WATER. EVERY
DAY, THE ROOM COMMANDER
WAS T0 SELECT ONE OF THE
SOLDIERS WITHOUT RANK
FROM THOSE STAYING IN THE
ROOM TO PERFORM THIS DUTY.
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Here in Hradisté, anyone who was allowed for a leave almost
always came to our pub and enjoyed his free time here, again in the
company of those with whom he lived in the barracks. The luckier
ones spent time with their girlfriends. But the townspeople’s
daughters tended to seek out the presence of military officers, so
ordinary soldiers didn’t experience much dating with girls and
found refuge in the pub. What beer and wine were drunk here in the
pub — because of bravado, of joy or sadness. For soldiers, it was
especially hard to cope with loneliness; sometimes even a good
drink wasn’t enough to forget the sadness and hardships of service.

And so, the soldiers began creating their military (scrap)books. |
recently found such a book; it belonged to one of the men from the
large Pozinger family. It is full of poems and songs that this young
man copied during the military service, sometimes adding
drawings. On a few pages, personal reflections and confessions
also appear. From the notes and drawings, one can clearly feel the
need for one’s own intimate space while, at the same time, an
effort to maintain at least some mental connection to life before
entering the service. But there are also pages dedicated to the
army, from which itis clear that, despite all the hardships, military
service was an extraordinary part of life for the young man, that he
wants to keep in his memory, and that the scrapbook bears very
personal testimony to it.

Unfortunately, this military diary remained unfinished; the young
man’s life ended during the service. However, there were soon to be
many, many more of those wasted lives.
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CONSCRIPTS OF THE YOUNG CZECHOSLOVAK REPUBLIC (1918-1948, FIRST AND THIRD REPUBLIC)

The Great War (1914-1918) came. Somewhere in our family album,
we still have a photograph hidden, showing soldiers from “our”
barracks, i.e., those who regularly visited this pub on their walks, as
they left for the front. They smile, unaware, or unwilling to admit,
that many of them would not live to see the end of the war. Not only
were soldiers on active duty going to war, but thousands of soldiers
from the reserve were also called up as part of the general
mobilization. Florian’s eldest son Jan, who ran the pub at the time,
was among them. His father handed over the family business to
him as soon as Jan returned from his three-year military service
with the Austro-Hungarian army.

During the war, the eldest daughter, Marie Pozingerova, who had
been helping out there for a long time, took over the pub from her
brother. She was only sixteen at the time, so the inn concession
was officially registered to her mother, but Marie had a natural
talent for working in hospitality. Even so, hard times came for the
family. There were many soldiers in the barracks even during the
war — new recruits were trained there, and there were guard units,
but money was running out, material shortages were growing, and
there was almost nothing to offer in the pub. Marie opened at least
on Sundays, for just a few guests. Together with her mother, she ran
the entire farm, which helped the family survive the war. Marie’s
brothers died at the front; only the youngest of the siblings returned
from the war, but he wanted to become a master carpenter. So,
Marie took care of everything even after the war ended. And when
new post-war recruits arrived at the barracks, she knew that better
times were coming for the family.






Two years had passed since then, as the first regular conscription in Czechoslovak history took place in 1920. Every
young man underwent the draft process in the year he turned twenty. The rules for conscription and the composition of
the commission remained quite similar to those under Austria-Hungary, with the conscription age also largely
unchanged — between 1889 and 1914, it was set at 21 years (and now at twenty). In the early postwar years, it was
easier for young men to avoid military service on health grounds. This changed in the 1930s, especially in the latter half
of the decade, when growing threats to the republic led to an annual increase in the planned number of recruits. From
1927, conscription into the supplementary reserve was once again possible.

During the First Republic, it was rare for a recruit to serve far from home. New rules regarding the national composition
of units — reflecting the republic’s composition of the Czech lands, Slovakia, and Subcarpathian Rus — ensured that the
“state-forming” nation would always predominate. As a result, about half of the Germans from Bohemia and Moravia
were sent to Slovakia and Subcarpathian Ruthenia, while most Hungarians were assigned to garrisons in the Czech
lands.

In daily life, however, these measures often led to communication challenges, especially for Hungarian conscripts
assigned in large numbers to Czech garrisons. A common solution was to assign a Slovak non-commissioned officer
who also spoke Hungarian. For illiterate recruits — mainly from Slovakia and Subcarpathian Ruthenia —the army
organized special courses. This focus on education, enlightenment, and communication with the rank and file marked
a significant step forward from the monarchy’s army. Act No. 56/1927 Coll. barred active soldiers from voting or to be
elected to the office, and they were also strictly forbidden from any political activity. This apolitical stance was
completely abandoned after the Second World War: by the elections of 1946, soldiers possessed both the right to vote
and to stand for election.

But the talk of politics was constant in the pub. Passionate debates
that ended with a headache because they had to be thoroughly
drunk, arguments that were sometimes accompanied by a slap.
The pub was really fun back then. So, the soldiers forgot, at least for
a moment, about life behind the walls of the barracks — the
demanding and monotonous rhythm of the constantly repeating
duties of the daily regimen and training.
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As in Austria-Hungary, the daily routine began with reveille — typically at five in the morning in summer or at six in winter.
Within the first hour, soldiers were expected to wash, eat breakfast, tidy up, and clean their quarters. Morning exercise
followed, known in the 1920s-1940s as the “morning half-hour.” The day’s duties commenced, split by lunch into
morning and afternoon sessions. These varied according to the training schedule and whether a recruit, after basic
training, was assigned a specialization or, for example, sent to a non-commissioned officers’ school. Instruction took
place in classrooms or on the drill ground; while theoretical teaching was common, civic and moral education could
also involve informal discussions, aimed at helping soldiers understand the purpose of their duties. Finishing afternoon
duties, the entire company assembled for the daily order, where soldiers learned who had been punished or
commended. The day ended with free time or a pass, before lights-out at nine in the evening.

DURING THE FIRST REPUBLIC, THE
ARMY’S PRESENTATION AT PUBLIC
EVENTS REACHED ITS PEAK,
ESPECIALLY AT THE LOCAL LEVEL.
YET RANK-AND-FILE SOLDIERS ALSO , |
TOOK PART IN NATIONWIDE EVENTS, L GG D ¥ ey —
SUCH AS THE CELEBRATIONS OF THE : | SR -
20™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE
OF ZBOROV SHOWN HERE, WITH
THEIR SPECTACLE “DEFENSE OF THE
STATE.”
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Sundays were different: soldiers could sleep an hour longer, as on holidays. Unlike in Austria-Hungary, where all
soldiers attended church by faith group at least once a month, Sunday church service was now only for those who
registered in advance. Sunday was traditionally a day off, unless a soldier was confined to barracks, meaning his leave
was revoked, often as punishment for poor duty performance, disorderly quarters, or other lapses in conduct. Banning
leave passes was a common disciplinary measure to encourage responsibility and order.

Nevertheless, on Sundays the pub was often full. Full of soldiers
and people from the town who also wanted to have fun for a while
and forget about everyday worries. Even dance parties started to be
held here. Marie invested money to rebuild one of the ground-floor
rooms, creating a dance hall. Amateur theater artists also
performed there occasionally, and sometimes the soldiers
themselves provided the cultural program - they organized events
for themselves and for the public.

Especially in the immediate postwar years, soldiers faced shortages in accommodation, equipment, and above all,
food quality. Dining conditions varied by time, place, and personnel. Complaints — most often about quantity rather
than quality — sometimes reached parliament. Parcels and monetary support from home remained essential
supplements to the soldiers’ diet. Overall, living conditions were modest. Conditions were notably worse in newly
established garrisons in border regions and mountain areas, where soldiers sometimes had to make do with makeshift
wooden barracks.

The barracks here in Hradisté were housed in a relatively well-built
19th-century building, which offered a decent standard of
accommodation. Although it was still the case that soldiers had to
thoroughly stuff their mattresses with straw to make their bunks as
comfortable as possible.
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The First World War introduced many material innovations. Equipment advances included gas masks, and steel
helmets. Even ordinary soldiers increasingly encountered modern technology such as tanks, armored vehicles, and
aircrafts. Some infantry weapons were only modestly updated and standardized - like the repeating rifle — while others,
such as light machine guns, represented an absolute novelty in peacetime service.

THE INDIVIDUAL SOLDIER'S BASIC WEAPON
CONTINUED TO BE THE REPEATING RIFLE.
OLDER MODELS WERE GRADUALLY
REPLACED BY THE MODEL 24 RIFLE. AFTER
1945, HOWEVER, NEW CONSCRIPTS
SELDOM CAME ACROSS IT, FOR IT HAD
BEEN SUPPLANTED BY CAPTURED AND
ALLIED WEAPONS.

One major change in the interwar period was the adoption of the khaki uniform. This greater uniformity, along with
standardized haircuts, visually and symbolically suppressed individuality, reinforcing the collective identity of military
life. The pressure to conform naturally created a desire for something personal, private, and colorful. Soldiers’ trunks
often contained personal reading materials and photo albums. Military (scrap)books also became highly popular and
were now supported by the army itself, so long as they contained no anti-state content.



Personal searches related to communist, German, or Hungarian nationalist agitation were not uncommon during this
period. Many records, notes, and drawings in these personal (scrap)books ended with the phrase “written on guard
duty,” as this creative activity helped soldiers pass the time during one of the most routine aspects of army life.

THE RANGE OF WAYS TO SPEND
ONE'S FREE TIME WAS BROAD.
MOST UNITS COULD FIELD A
FOOTBALL ELEVEN. THE
PHOTOGRAPH SHOWS THE
FOOTBALLERS OF THE 2"
MOUNTAIN BATTALION.

Yet daily life involved more than just learning military regulations, orders, and combat training. Soldiers also enjoyed
various forms of recreation, especially outside the barracks. The First Republic’s military service regulations on medical
care are telling in this regard: military physicians were instructed to educate the rank and file on the dangers of venereal
disease and excessive alcohol consumption whenever possible. A new initiative to curb these issues was the
establishment of the military day-room (vojenskeé zatisi).

91



These rooms were designed as spaces for rest and relaxation, equipped with reading areas and libraries supplied with
educational and morally uplifting books. Larger facilities might include game rooms, canteens with kitchens, shops
selling daily necessities, or even theaters and cinemas. A canteen shop - offering tobacco and beer — was almost
always part of the day-room complex. The army recognized that young men needed an escape from service, not just for
physical recovery but especially for psychological relief. Military day-rooms were intended as a healthier alternative to
soldiers’ visits to “improper” civilian spots. Organized sports were another way to manage soldiers’ leisure time, with
activities ranging from football to competitive skiing. Top athletes could earn special leave to compete in events.

In our town, mainly football matches were held. Boys not only from

the Hradisté football club but also from the surrounding areas
competed against the soldiers in tough matches several times a
year. On top of this, our local sports club borrowed skilled football
players from the garrison to play in regional championship
matches. These were big events, accompanied by a small cultural
program; a country band often came to play.

In the recurring course of events, service duties, and various leisure activities, a soldier was usually required to serve
eighteen months or two full years (the duration of compulsory service varied between wars). A soldier was first a
newcomer —“rookie;” after a year of service, his position was more dominant as a senior member of the squad (“old

»

man” —“stara maza”). The superior position of the “old man” was evident even during the First Republic; however,
bullying among soldiers in compulsory service was taboo. When periodicals did speak of bullying, it was more often as

the mistreatment of the rank and file by professional officers or non-commissioned officers.

When | consider all these facts — the performance of the service
itself, sometimes material shortages, personal frustrations, and
dangers - it is relatively easy to imagine the relief and sense of
liberation that going into civilian life brought to the soldiers.
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This moment came to the soldier after serving the designated time, with the obligation to make up for the full-time
service he missed by serving a sentence or taking special leave. When the soldier finally left the barracks gates, he was
assigned to the First Reserve, which, in the event of mobilization, was to bring first-line units up to wartime strength. In
it the reservist remained available until the age of forty, after which he was transferred to the Second Reserve
(earmarked, on mobilization, for auxiliary and guard service). At fifty, his final discharge from the armed forces came.
The reserve of the rank and file was obliged to take part in exercises held in the third, fifth, seventh, and ninth year of
course of the reserve. Each such exercise lasted three or four weeks. In practice, however, certain exercises were
waived for reservists (most often the last one) or at least shortened.

In the hectic year of 1938, first conscripts flocked to the local
garrison for special exercises, and in September, mobilized
reservists did so. When they left after the Munich Agreement, it
seemed that life would continue in the same old ways. At the
beginning of March 1939, new recruits who had not been able to
join during the Munich crisis even enlisted again. However, we
could no longer entertain them in our pub. The Nazi occupation
came, and the barracks were occupied by the German army. The
Czechoslovak infantrymen were replaced by a reserve unit
intended for training members of the Wehrmacht. German soldiers
also visited our pub, but no one was very happy about it. Moreover,
their presence drove away the Czech clientele.

The regime of military service was interrupted by the occupation and subsequently by the Second World War. Even
shortly before the German occupation, the conscription boards began their annual work in March 1939. As late as

on 1 March, recruits conscripted a year earlier reported for service. Men whose conscription fell during the occupation
period and who were not conscripted during the protectorate era performed their compulsory military service only after
the war, often for a shortened period. The two-year service again concerned those born in 1923 and the following years.
Another return to military life was the start of exceptional active service for some Czech reservists at the beginning of
June 1945 (these men were gradually discharged by December of the same year).
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THE MEN WHO HAD BEEN THROUGH MILITARY SERVICE IN THE INTERWAR ERA RETURNED TO UNIFORM - APART FROM PERIODIC EXERCISES - ABOVE ALL AT THE TIME OF THE
DRAMATIC EVENTS OF 1938. THE PHOTOGRAPH SHOWS RESERVISTS IN PRAGUE DURING THE SEPTEMBER MOBILIZATION.
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SOLDIERS AS DEFENDERS AND BUILDERS OF SOCIALISM (1948-1989, SOCIALIST CZECHOSLOVAKIA)

The post-war Czechoslovak army, established in 1945, initially retained some principles of the First Republic. However,
after February 1948, military service was entirely subordinated to the ideological demands of the ruling Communist
Party. The army became an instrument of control and indoctrination in people’s democratic and, later, state socialist
Czechoslovakia.

The February 1948 communist coup d’état had a heavy impact on
our society. As a result of the very rapid nationalization, which
eventually affected even the smallest businesses, my family lost
both the pub and the farm. The Pozingers suddenly became
exploiters of workers and kulaks. It was really fortunate that no one
in the family was imprisoned or forcibly displaced as an “enemy of
the people’s democracy.” Marie had grown old in the meantime and
was raising her daughter Magdalena who was given her mother’s
surname because she was born out of wedlock. Her father was
probably one of the soldiers who served in the nearby barracks and
disappeared abroad at the beginning of the occupation. When the
pub was nationalized, Magdalena was almost an adult and, like her
mother years before, she managed the pub business well. Thanks
to this, the family was able to stay here — Magdalena became an
employee of the national enterprise Restaurants and Canteens. It
was said that the pub survived only thanks to the intercession of
one of the officers, who served here during the compulsory military
service in the First Republic and considered the pub his second
home. When he made a career after February and was transferred
back to Hradiste, he could not imagine his service without this pub.
Marie died soon after, unable to survive the loss of the pub.
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Magdalena later became the “responsible head” in the former
family business. But after the August 1968 invasion of
Czechoslovakia, she began to wither and lost interest in almost
everything. In the end, she had a happy life with her first love. They
raised four children, one of whom was my father Karel. He also
soon showed a flair for business and an interest in
entrepreneurship. He became a waiter, worked in first-class
restaurants, and definitely had no intention of returning to “our”
pub. Finally, he continued the family tradition and replaced his
mother Magdalena as the responsible manager of this pub. After
being involved in the Prague Spring, he could have been glad that
the new “normalization” regime allowed him to work at least in
some pub rather than end up as an auxiliary worker somewhere.
So, the pub became the place of my childhood. For soldiers from a
nearby military garrison, it still represented a refuge, a piece of the
civilian world amid military bleakness, which was further amplified
by the sense of a lack of freedom, an integral part of life in socialist
Czechoslovakia.

The new social conditions were immediately reflected in conscription practices — up to 85% of all young men were
conscripted, including those physically or mentally unfit, individuals with incomplete primary education, previous
criminal records, or alcohol dependency. Moral reservations were disregarded; only health status was considered. If it
failed to improve even after the conscription was postponed, the unfit recruit received the so-called blue booklet,
certifying exemption from military service. The desire to avoid compulsory service was so strong that, for decades,
young men risked their health or even criminal prosecution in attempts to obtain this blue booklet.

For forty years, compulsory military service lasted two years, with some exceptions. Since the early 1950s, most
university students, following the Soviet model, underwent military training during their studies and subsequently
served for one year. Graduates were expected to join the officer corps as reserve officers in lower ranks. All male
citizens aged 17 to 60 were liable for military service, with men 18 and older required to be conscripted.
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AS IN THE PAST, THE HAIRCUT CONTINUED TO HAVE

A SIGNIFICANT SYMBOLIC ROLE. EVEN THE PREVIOUSLY
INDEPENDENT INDIVIDUAL WAS FORCED TO SUBMIT AND
BECOME VISIBLY PART OF THE COLLECTIVE THROUGH THIS
ACT.
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To fulfill their compulsory military service, young men were often sent far from home, what deepened their sense of
uprootedness and loneliness. Upon arrival at the barracks, recruits underwent registration before a commission, a
medical examination, and inoculation. At this point, they became soldiers and were assigned to specific military posts.
Then, a mandatory haircut came: internal regulations stipulated that hair at the front could be no longer than five
centimeters, and at the back, at least three centimeters above the shirt collar. Soldiers then received their equipment.
Wearing civilian clothing was prohibited throughout their service.

The soldiers then underwent the so-called pfijima¢ — formally “basic training” —which lasted one month. During this
period, they internalized the rules of discipline, learned the general duties of a soldier, mastered internal regulations,
trained with their personal weapons, acquired basic combat skills, and learned to march. For most, basic training was
a shock: it meant adjusting to a completely new way of life, enduring intense physical strain, and experiencing isolation.

At the end of basic training, recruits took the military oath; it was also often their first time leaving the barracks since
arrival.

Just like before the Great War and during the First Republic,
soldiers from nearby barracks most often spent their outings here
in the pub. Perhaps because they were so far from home that they
could not reach their loved ones and familiar places within a few
hours’ leave.

Officially, military service was to shape young men into self-sacrificing defenders and committed builders of socialism.
Soldiers were influenced not just by their environment, collective life, and isolation, but also by deputies for political
affairs and regular political instruction. Excessive ideological pressure and formality ultimately proved ineffective.
While a few soldiers saw military service as an opportunity to gain knowledge and experience, for the vast majority, it
was considered two lost years; endured with as few complications as possible. Thus, soldiers generally saw political
indoctrination as a necessary evil. The relentless repetition of slogans often deepened their resistance or apathy
toward communist ideology.
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MILITARY SERVICE CONFIRMED

A LESSON ALREADY WELL KNOWN:
ONE’S REAL OPINION ABOUT SOCIAL
REALITY IS BETTER KEPT TO
ONESELF.

0oR-VERENIMHGE—ZA-SBEIAHSME
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Not only political “education,” but also frequent disciplinary punishments resulting from conflicts with military orders,
disillusionment with life in an unfree country, the harsh realities of service, difficult living conditions, and fear of danger
all led to frustration and, ultimately, various forms of pathological behavior — especially alcoholism.

For some soldiers, alcohol consumption became a “cure-all,” the
use of which exceeded any measure. There were soldiers who
arrived to the barracks as young, sometimes scared boys and left
as alcoholics, heavy smokers. Others became accustomed to
using the opportunity for various scams and machinations.
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Yet many soldiers, in retrospect, viewed the unintended socializing effects of collective life positively. They encountered
a new environment and were compelled to get along with randomly assembled peers, sharing the same cramped space
continuously for the entire duration of service. Training in self-reliance, responsibility, and decision-making was also
seen as beneficial, as was becoming familiar with weapons and acquiring respect for them.

The truth is that some soldiers made their own beds in the barracks for the first time in their lives — a small example of
the many new duties they had to learn and master. A typical day began with a six o’clock alarm, followed by morning
exercises, cleaning the rooms and company area, making beds, washing, and a morning inspection to check personal
condition, appearance, and hygiene. The morning ended with breakfast. Six hours of training followed, then meal
distribution, weapons maintenance, individual preparation, political-educational work, sports, and personal free time.
The day concluded with an evening check and eight hours of sleep.

To ensure the smooth running of service, guard duty, and other tasks, the unit operated on a twenty-four-hour duty shift.
In addition to guards, duty personnel from various sections and the kitchen staff played key roles. Soldiers performing
basic service often spent considerable time maintaining the barracks and ensuring the unit’s daily operations.

Every soldier was assigned a personal weapon — until the 1950s, typically a rifle or the model (vz.) 24/26 submachine
gun. In the early 1960s, nearly all conscripts were rearmed with SA-58 assault rifles. Weapons were issued only for
training tasks; otherwise, they were kept securely in the armory. Young men learned to operate heavy military
equipment, including tanks and artillery, but access to more sophisticated weapons was restricted, as mastering them
required more time than the two-year service period. Some pre-selected recruits completed courses in truck driving,
radio-telegraphy, or parachute training even before entering service. The army also utilized soldiers from various civilian
trades, such as cooks and electricians.

To compensate for the significant impact of conscription on the national economy, the army participated annually in
large-scale voluntary works in agriculture and industry; some units were dedicated entirely to labor activities.
Conscripts from key professions, such as miners, were allowed a shortened service of five months. Another form of
economic relief came from various “voluntary” labor brigades of soldiers. In essence, the army used conscripts as a
cheap labor force.
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THE AEMY MADE USE OF ITS SOLDIERS AS CHEAP LABOR FORCE. SOME SPENT THEIR ENTIRE SERVICE IN, SAY, A BOILER ROOM.




Moreover, soldiers serving both as labor and combat forces and were cared for in a very spartan manner. Dormitories
provided only 2.5 to 4 square meters of space per person; bunk beds were common; equipment and personal
belongings had to fit into a single locker and table. The environment in military units was austere, cramped, and worn.
Soldiers were entitled to bathe at least once a week, at which time they also changed their underwear, bedding, and
towels. While military regulations outlined detailed rules for accommodation, cleaning, and heating, these standards
were often not met in practice; everyday reality frequently fell short of what was prescribed.

THE ENVIRONMENT OF MILITARY
UNITS WAS AUSTERE, CRAMPED
AND WORN. A SOLDIER'S KIT AND
PERSONAL BELONGINGS FITTED
INTO A LOCKER AND A SMALL
TABLE.
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The burden of the financial cost of maintaining a large army in the inefficient Czechoslovak economy fell mostly on
basic service soldiers. The so-called “old-hand rule” served as a mechanism for redistributing perpetually scarce
resources in the military: money, free time, comfort, quiet, better food, and sports opportunities. This system created
unjust advantages and privileges, such as better meals, exemption from work or cleaning duties, and freedom from
demanding or unpopular tasks. It also encouraged the financial and material exploitation of more junior soldiers. In its
extreme forms, the system led to psychological and physical violence, often fueled by alcohol.

THE BARRACKS OFFERED NO
AESTHETIC RELIEF FROM DUTIES
AND THE TENSION OF EVERYDAY
LIFE. THE MEN'S FRUSTRATION
AT THE GREYNESS OF IT ALL WAS
IGNORED BY THEIR SUPERIORS.
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A soldier in compulsory service received only a symbolic allowance — about 6% of a regular civilian salary. Although this
allowance was intended to reflect military rank or position, most soldiers remained chronically underpaid and had to
rely on family support to cover their needs while in service. In addition, they received in-kind support such as
equipment, food, “political and educational support,” travel costs, accommodation, and medical or cultural services.

This included, for example, political education rooms and libraries in army units, as well as hobby and art groups that
conducted their activities there. Films were shown regularly, and professional artists occasionally visited the barracks
with performances. Officially, preferred leisure activities included sports, culture, and technical skills, all intended to
serve an educational purpose. In reality, however, even these desirable (from the army’s point of view) activities often
provided soldiers with a much-needed mental or physical escape from the monotony of life in barracks.

However, true escape, albeit temporary, was only possible through vacation, which was a requirement, except during
1950-1960. Soldiers in basic service could visit home for ten days each year. On the other hand, a short-term two-day
leave from the garrison, the so-called opustak, was always a disciplinary reward. So, if a soldier did not have
extraordinary results or was even disciplined, he could only visit his home once a year for vacation.

Actually, | am not surprised that soldiers spent much of their free
time drinking. They frequented pubs and restaurants, and if they
managed to smuggle alcohol into the barracks, they drank there as
well. The pub became a kind of second home for them, a place
where they drank both through difficult and joyful moments. The
happiest of which was undoubtedly leaving the army. Every spring
and autumn, this tradition sometimes erupted into riots, in which
alcohol played a central role and which occasionally resulted in
serious injuries or even fatalities.

Before being transferred to the reserves, soldiers were obliged to fully compensate for the service missed due to
extended leave, serving a disciplinary prison sentences, desertion, or unauthorized absence. These soldiers usually
remained idle in the barracks, because no training was planned for them. This period of “serving” also posed a problem
for the national economy, because in total it meant the loss of tens of thousands of working days.
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For soldiers in reserve under the age of sixty, military obligations were not entirely over — they were typically required to
complete sixteen weeks of military exercises to maintain their skills or retrain on new equipment. In reality, however,
the exercises were often minimal. This obligation also caused tension between the army’s needs and the demands of
the civilian workforce (for example, in the 1970s, about 135,000 reserve soldiers were called up annually for four-week
exercises).

ONE OF THE UNOFFICIAL TRADITIONS OF CONSCRIPTS WAS THE DECORATING
OF THE “CIVIL SHIRT.” THIS WAS THE LAST USE OF THE WHITE SHIRT THAT
A SOLDIER HAD RECEIVED ON JOINING UP, FOR THE OATH AND FOR OTHER
CEREMONIAL OCCASIONS.
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ON THE ROAD TO PROFESSIONAL ARMY (1990-2004, DEMOCRATIC ERA)

And so, from the 1950s onwards, new and new soldiers joined the
service, and after two years they left, usually with a feeling of
wasted time. Dad got along well with the officers from the barracks,
so he managed to develop a pretty interesting “business”— he was
able to provide soldiers and officers with everything they needed,
from alcohol to fine food or some erotic literature.

I grew up here. | always enjoyed being in the pub. So, it was natural
that | would join the family tradition and become a waitress. Thanks
to my dad’s connections, | got into the secondary school in Karlovy
Vary, which was a top school in hospitality at the end of the 1980s.
They even had a class there where Czechoslovak Airlines flight
attendants were trained. | started in 1985; after graduating, | started
working in Karlovy Vary at the famous Thermal Hotel. It was in the
summer of 1989. The following year, however, | went to Vienna and
worked in a bar there. In the early 1990s, there were countless girls
like me there.

Meanwhile, my father bought back the pub that had been in our
family since the 19" century at a small privatization auction. He
immediately started thinking about modernizing it, with plans to
renovate the building into a small family hotel - like those in Austria
and elsewhere in “the West.” These plans were also influenced by
the changes that took place after November 1989, which affected
both military service and the way the pub was run. The once-
guaranteed, steady “clientele in green” began to disappear as
everything changed.
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Although people formally recognized the necessity of the army, many were uncertain about its purpose and the nature
of military service. The pressures of democratization and individuals’ newfound freedom to determine their own paths
led to a gradual decline in the number of conscripts considered eligible for service. A clear sign of change was the
introduction of civilian service in 1990; at first, it lasted half as long as standard military service, later, it was extended
to twice its length. It also became easier to receive a negative medical assessment, which, along with greater tolerance
from conscription boards, resulted in many young men being exempted from service for health or social reasons.

THE STEADILY DECLINING RATE OF
MEDICAL FITNESS FOR SERVICE WAS
SHAPED BOTH BY THE DEVELOPMENT
OF MODERN CIVILIZATION AND BY
INDIVIDUAL ATTEMPTS TO AVOID
SERVICE BY FALSIFYING MEDICAL
RECORDS.
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In the 1990s, military service and the Army of the Czech Republic were not political priorities in the post-Cold War era,
and it was reflected in the army’s management. The focus shifted to the outflow of young professional soldiers and the
retraining or departure of long-serving personnel, while conscripts were often pushed to the margins. Over time,
debates about maintaining a conscript army versus professionalizing were taking place (the latter was considered too
costly at the time). For military-strategic and especially economic reasons, the army underwent a radical
transformation, reducing and redeploying units. Yet, under these new circumstances, compulsory basic military
service failed to gain new democratic meaning and continued to be seen as a levy, a sacrifice, or a loss.

The daily routine largely followed pre-1989 patterns, though elements of democratization were gradually introduced
into army life. Relations between professional soldiers and conscripts were not always harmonious, a persistent issue
was the informal “old-hand rule” (mazacka vojna), which led to violent hazing. This taboo was gradually broken, and
systematic efforts to address the problem became more frequent. Perhaps the most visible achievement in this area
was the inclusion of provisions on violations of soldiers’ rights and protected interests in the criminal code.

In the first months and years after the 1989 revolution, shortening the period of service and releasing soldiers into
civilian life sometimes created challenges, as fewer people were left to complete assigned tasks. Later on, the daily
regimen was limited by shortages of training, ammunition, fuel, and materials. From the 1990s onward, however, there
was a growing emphasis on providing adequate, high-quality food, though army standards could no longer be directly
compared with those in the civilian world, especially regarding variety and, to some extent, quality.

Responding to public criticism, the army gradually improved not only food quality but also accommodation and some
equipment. The introduction of the model 95 uniform became a visible symbol of these changes. Serving in a garrison
near one’s home became a major advantage, allowing soldiers to visit loved ones more often. Some traditional aspects
of military service, such as mass morning warm-up exercises, disappeared, and daily routines grew more similar to
civilian employment. However, as before, military service was still marked by extraordinary events, including serious
injuries, traffic accidents, and various crimes, such as theft, illegal trade, or embezzlement, especially of military
materials and fuel.

Among the most significant changes after 1989 was the depoliticization and transformation of soldiers’ leisure time.
This shift reflected the creation of a freer society and the decline — or outright disappearance — of former official
institutions, such as mass youth organizations and organized events like the Army Competition of Artistic Creativity.
Nevertheless, soldiers remained an appreciative audience, and popular art and music groups continued to visit
garrisons.
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The negative consequences of leaves outside the barracks were disruption of public order, riots and acts of violence,
often committed under the influence of alcohol. Since 1990, soldiers on outings have been supervised by the newly
established Military Police. Despite open borders, desertions actually decreased, reflecting improved service
conditions and the democratic regime. However, the most tragic incidents — murders and suicides - still occurred, often
driven by psychological and interpersonal problems. Drug use, reflecting broader societal trends, became an
increasingly urgent issue within the army.

FROM 1990, SOLDIERS ON THEIR
LEAVES WERE, AMONG OTHER THINGS,
UNDER THE WATCH OF THE NEWLY
ESTABLISHED MILITARY POLICE.

For many years, soldiers were among the first to assist during emergencies, intervening in disasters and accidents.
When these efforts succeeded, they enhanced the army’s prestige among both local communities and the broader
public. However, in certain areas, soldiers also faced public resistance to their presence. With new freedoms, the
relaxation of discipline became a prominent issue, often seen as a sign of regained independence. Perhaps it was
simply that soldiers now spent more time outside the barracks and were therefore more visible.
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Soldiers welcomed the newly established opportunity to leave barracks in civilian clothes, breaking free from the
impersonal uniform. During their free time, beyond much-needed rest, there was greater scope for self-expression —
through personalizing their quarters (sometimes with erotic drawings) or enjoying newly available technologies:
watching videotapes, later using mobile phones, or even playing video games on personal computers. Despite efforts
to improve conditions, the barracks environment continued to foster social problems such as alcoholism, drug use,
and especially bullying.

Despite the freer conditions, the soldiers and their loved ones continued to longingly expect and then boisterously
celebrate the transition to civilian life as an important life milestone. Basic service soldiers who had proven themselves
in the eyes of their superiors were approached by commanders or army recruiters before leaving for civilian life, with an
offer to continue serving as professional soldiers. Recruitment among the “basemen” intensified after 2002, when, in
connection with the upcoming professionalization of the army, it was necessary to add sufficient numbers of soldiers
and non-commissioned officers to the already large officer corps.

IN'THE 19908, REGULAR EXERCISES FOR
RESERVISTS CONTINUED TO OPERATE; EVEN
S0, MANY SOLDIERS PERFORMING THEIR
COMPULSORY MILITARY SERVICE ALSO
VOLUNTEERED FOR THE NEWLY FORMING
UNITS OF THE PEACEKEEPING FORCES. THE
PHOTOGRAPH COMES FROM THE UN
PEACEKEEPING FORCES TRAINING CENTRE AT
GESKY KRUMLOV (WINTER 1991/1992).
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Due to economic and personnel constraints, the calling up of reservists for training after 1989 was rather an
exceptional matter, characteristic especially of the first post-revolutionary years. As the professionalization of the army
approaches, a more systematic effort is emerging to utilize the potential of reservists, to call up willing military
graduates for voluntary military training (since 1999) and to establish active reserves of the armed forces (2004), all with
the aim of supplementing the peacetime numbers of the professional army.

With the abolition of basic military service, conscription is limited to situations where a state of emergency or martial
law is declared. The new military law, effective from January 2005, permits both conscription and potential service
regardless of gender.

As the number of soldiers began to decrease and service
conditions eased, young men were assigned to units closer to their
homes and were able to travel home more often. The pub was no
longer the only refuge, reminiscent of home and a place to take a
break from military life. There were fewer soldiers; they were
gradually replaced by weekend guests who began coming here on
trips and by cottagers who remained faithful to the beauties of this
region. And I, the last of the Pozinger family, will definitely find a
way to continue running this pub, to maintain the family tradition...
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CEREMONIAL MARCH OF THE NEW MEMBERS OF THE CZECH AIR FORCE, WHO TOOK THE MILITARY OATH ON 6 AUGUST 1999 IN HRADEC KRALOVE (CTK / ALEXANDRA
MLEJNKOVA).
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RESUME

Katalog ,,Sluzba vlasti: Kazdodennost povinné vojenské sluzby v ¢eskych zemich (1868-2004)“ vznikl jako vystup
projektu NAKI &. DH23P030VV054, finanéné podpofeného Ministerstvem kultury Ceskeé republiky, a doprovazi
stejnojmennou vystavu pfipravenou autorskym kolektivem Ustavu pro soudobé dé&jiny AV CR, v. v. i. (Jifi Hlavagek,
Marek FiSer, Lenka Kratka, Tomas Kykal, Pavel Mlicke a Prokop Tomek).

Publikace sleduje 136 let trvajici instituci vS§eobecné branné povinnosti — od jejiho zavedeni v habsburské monarchii
roku 1868 aZ po zruseni povinné vojny v Ceské republice roku 2004 — a klade si za cil rekonstruovat kazdodennost
mirové vojenské sluzby tak, jak ji prozivaly generace odvedencl. Témata pokryvaji vojensky vycvik a jeho vyznam,
stravovani a materialni zazemi, utvareni socialnich vztah( (kamaradstvi i Sikanu), omezeny kontakt s domovem a
blizkymi, zptsoby traveni volného ¢asu i afektivni dimenzi sluzby, tedy strach, nudu a stesk. Pravé v téchto (ne)vS§ednich
zkuSenostech se po cela desetileti utvarel vztah jednotlivce ke statu, armadeé, autoritam, spolec¢nostii k sobé samému.

Vyklad je ¢lenén do ¢tyr obdobi, jez odpovidaji proménam statnich Gtvard a politickych rezim(. Jednotlivé kapitoly jsou
zaroven propojeny fiktivnim, avSak do redlnych mist zasazenym pfibéhem jedné rodiny, ktery zpfitomnuje sepéti
svelkych® a ,malych“ déjin. Symbolickym mistem na pul cesty mezi vojenskym a civilnim svétem je pfitom hospoda.

Prvni obdobi (1868-1918) pokryva sluzbu v armadé habsburské monarchie po uzakonéni vSeobecné branné povinnosti,
jez zrusila moznost vykupu i ndhradnictvi. Katalog pfiblizuje odvodni fizeni a komisionalni losovani rekrutd, teritorialni
princip dopliovani jednotek, dvanactiletou sluzebni povinnost rozdélenou mezi prezenc¢ni sluzbu a zalohu, a

v neposledni fadé i jazykovou realitu mnohonarodnostni armady.

Druhé obdobi (1918-1948) sleduje brance mezivaleéné a povaleé¢né Ceskoslovenské republiky. V&ima si novych
pravidel regulace narodnostniho slozeni jednotek, dlirazu na osvétu, vzdélavanii apoliticnost vojska, materialniho
nedostatku prvnich povale¢nych let a instituci, jako byla ,vojenska zatisi“ (prostory fizeného a ,,vychovného“ traveni
volného ¢asu). Reflektovana je rovnéz tabuizovana otazka sluzebni nadfazenosti starSich vojaku i preruseni sluzebniho
rezimu okupaci a druhou svétovou valkou.

Treti obdobi (1948-1989) analyzuje vojenskou sluzbu v socialistickém Ceskoslovensku, kdy se armada po tnoru 1948
stala nastrojem ideologické kontroly a vychovy ,,obranct a budovatell socialismu®. Typicka pro toto obdobi byla vysoka
mira odvodU (aZ 85 % mladych muzu), dvouleta sluzba, ale také formalismus politickych Skoleni, vyuzivani vojaku jako
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levné pracovni sily v narodnim hospodarstvi, spartanské zivotni podminky a fenomén tzv. staromazactvi coby
neformalniho systému prerozdélovani nedostatkovych hodnot (Cas, penize, pohodli), ktery v krajnich podobach ustil

v psychické a fyzické nasili. Snaha vyhnout se sluzbé se projevovala i riskantnimi pokusy o ziskani ,,modré knizky“, ktera
znamenala zprosténi vojenské povinnosti.

Ctvrté obdobi (1990-2004) mapuje cestu k profesionalizaci armady po padu komunistického rezimu: zavedeni civilni
sluzby jako alternativy (1990), klesajici ochotu i zpUsobilost k vykonu vojny, pokusy o demokratizaci denniho rezimu,
pretrvavajici problém Sikany a jeho postupné trestnépravni feseni, jakoz i U¢ast vojakl v zahrani¢nich misich. Povinna
vojenska sluzba fakticky skoncila na konci prosince 2004, po témér 140 letech.

DvojjazyCny katalog obsahuje bohatou obrazovou dokumentaci ze shirek Vojenského historického ustavu Praha,
Vojenského ustfedniho archivu — Vojenského historického archivu, Vojenského historického ustavu Bratislava, Archivu
Poslanecké snémovny Parlamentu CR, Ceské televize, Ceské tiskové kancelare a Ceského rozhlasu. Publikace tak
nabizi odborné fundovany a zaroven Siroké vefejnosti pfistupny vhled do jedné z formativnich — a dnes jiz zaniklych -
kolektivnich zkuSenosti moderni ¢eské muzské populace.
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SUMMARY

The catalogue “Service to the Homeland: The Everyday Life of Compulsory Military Service in the Czech Lands (1868
2004)” is an output of the NAKI project no. DH23P030VV054, financially supported by the Ministry of Culture of the
Czech Republic, and accompanies the exhibition of the same name prepared by a team of authors at the Institute of
Contemporary History of the Czech Academy of Sciences (Jifi Hlavacek, Marek FiSer, Lenka Kratka, Tomas Kykal, Pavel
Miucke and Prokop Tomek).

The publication traces the 136-year-long institution of universal conscription — from its introduction in the Habsburg
Monarchy in 1868 to the abolition of compulsory service in the Czech Republic in 2004. It sets out to reconstruct the
everyday life of peacetime military service as it was lived by generations of conscripts. Its themes encompass military
training and its significance, food and material conditions, the forging of social relationships (camaraderie as well as
bullying), limited contact with home and loved ones, ways of spending free time, and the affective dimension of service
—fear, boredom and homesickness. It was through these (extra)ordinary experiences that, over the decades, an
individual’s relationship to the state, the army, authority, society and to himself was forged.

The presentation of the themes is divided into four periods corresponding to the changing state formations and political
regimes. At the same time, the individual chapters are linked by a fictional story of one family — set, however, in real
locations — which brings to life the interconnection of “big” and “small” history. The symbolic place halfway between
the military and civilian worlds is the pub in this story.

The first period (1868-1918) covers service in the army of the Habsburg Monarchy following the enactment of universal
conscription, which abolished the possibility of buying exemption or sending a substitute. The catalogue presents the
conscription proceedings and the board’s lottery of recruits, the territorial principle of unit replenishment, the twelve-
year service obligation divided between full-time service and the reserve, and the linguistic reality of a multi-ethnic
army.

The second period (1918-1948) follows the conscripts of the interwar and post-war Czechoslovak Republic. It observes
the new rules regulating the national composition of units, the emphasis on enlightenment, education and the political
neutrality of the army, the material shortages of the early post-war years, and institutions such as the “military day-
rooms” (spaces for the supervised and “educative” use of free time). It also reflects on the taboo question of the
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seniority-based dominance of older soldiers, as well as the interruption of the service regime by the occupation and the
Second World War.

The third period (1948-1989) analyses military service in socialist Czechoslovakia, when, after February 1948, the army
became an instrument of ideological control and the formation of “defenders and builders of socialism.” Characteristic
features of this period’s military service were a high rate of conscription (up to 85% of young men) and two-year service,
but also the formalism of political instruction, the use of soldiers as cheap labor in the national economy, spartan living
conditions, and the phenomenon of so-called “old-hand-rule” (hazing / staromazactvi) as an informal system for
redistributing scarce goods (time, money, comfort), which in its extreme forms escalated into psychological and
physical violence. The desire to avoid service manifested itself in risky attempts to obtain the “blue book” exemption.

The fourth period (1990-2004) charts the path towards a professional army after the fall of the communist regime: the
introduction of civilian service as an alternative (1990), the declining willingness and fitness to serve, attempts to
democratize the daily regime, the persistent problem of bullying and its gradual criminalization, and the participation of
soldiers in foreign missions. Compulsory military service effectively ended at the close of December 2004, after almost
140 years.

This bilingual catalogue contains rich visual documentation from the collections of the Military History Institute Prague,
the Military Central Archive — Military Historical Archive, the Institute of Military History Bratislava, the Archive of the
Chamber of Deputies of the Parliament of the Czech Republic, Czech Television, the Czech News Agency and Czech
Radio. The publication thus offers a scholarly grounded yet publicly accessible insight into one of the formative — and
now vanished - collective experiences of the modern Czech male population.

118



ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Der Katalog ,,Dienst am Vaterland: Der Alltag des Pflichtwehrdienstes in den bohmischen Landern (1868-2004)“
entstand als Ergebnis des NAKI-Projekts Nr. DH23P030VV054, das vom Kulturministerium der Tschechischen Republik
finanziell geférdert wurde, und begleitet die gleichnamige Ausstellung, die von einem Autorenkollektiv des Instituts fur
Zeitgeschichte der Akademie der Wissenschaften der Tschechischen Republik erarbeitet wurde (Jifi Hlavacek, Marek
FiSer, Lenka Kratka, Tomas Kykal, Pavel Miucke und Prokop Tomek).

Die Publikation verfolgt die 136 Jahre bestehende Institution der allgemeinen Wehrpflicht —von ihrer EinfiUhrung in der
Habsburgermonarchie im Jahr 1868 bis zur Abschaffung des Pflichtwehrdienstes in der Tschechischen Republik im Jahr
2004 - und setzt sich zum Ziel, den Alltag des Wehrdienstes in Friedenszeiten so zu rekonstruieren, wie ihn
Generationen von Wehrpflichtigen erlebten. Die Themen umfassen die militarische Ausbildung und ihre Bedeutung, die
Verpflegung und die materielle Ausstattung, die Herausbildung sozialer Beziehungen (Kameradschaft ebenso wie
Schikane), den eingeschrankten Kontakt zur Heimat und zu den Angehdrigen, die Formen der Freizeitgestaltung sowie
die affektive Dimension des Dienstes, also Angst, Langeweile und Heimweh. Gerade in diesen (auBer)alltaglichen
Erfahrungen formte sich Uber Jahrzehnte hinweg das Verhaltnis des Einzelnen zum Staat, zur Armee, zu den
Autoritaten, zur Gesellschaft und zu sich selbst.

Die Darstellung gliedert sich in vier Zeitabschnitte, die den Wandlungen der Staatsgebilde und der politischen Regime
entsprechen; zugleich sind die einzelnen Kapitel durch die fiktive — jedoch an realen Orten angesiedelte — Geschichte
einer Familie miteinander verbunden, welche die Verflechtung der ,,groBen“ und der ,,kleinen®“ Geschichte
vergegenwartigt. Der symbolische Ort auf halbem Wege zwischen der militarischen und der zivilen Welt ist dabei das
Wirtshaus.

Der erste Zeitabschnitt (1868-1918) behandelt den Dienst in der Armee der Habsburgermonarchie nach der
gesetzlichen Verankerung der allgemeinen Wehrpflicht, die sowohl den Freikauf als auch die Stellung eines
Ersatzmannes abschaffte. Der Katalog beleuchtet das Aushebungsverfahren und die kommissionelle Auslosung der
Rekruten, das Territorialprinzip der Truppenerganzung, die zwolfjahrige Dienstpflicht, aufgeteilt zwischen Prasenzdienst
und Reserve, sowie die sprachliche Realitat einer vielvolkischen Armee.
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Der zweite Zeitabschnitt (1918-1948) verfolgt die Wehrpflichtigen der Tschechoslowakischen Republik der
Zwischenkriegs- und Nachkriegszeit. Er richtet den Blick auf die neuen Regeln zur Steuerung der nationalen
Zusammensetzung der Einheiten, auf den Nachdruck auf Volksbildung, Ausbildung und die Uberparteilichkeit des
Heeres, auf den Materialmangel der ersten Nachkriegsjahre sowie auf Einrichtungen wie die ,,militarischen
Aufenthaltsraume* (vojenska zatisi — Raume fur die gelenkte und ,,erzieherische” Freizeitgestaltung). Reflektiert werden
zudem die tabuisierte Frage der Dienstalter bedingten Uberlegenheit alterer Soldaten sowie die Unterbrechung des
Dienstbetriebs durch die Okkupation und den Zweiten Weltkrieg.

Der dritte Zeitabschnitt (1948-1989) analysiert den Wehrdienst in der sozialistischen Tschechoslowakei, als die Armee
nach dem Februar 1948 zu einem Instrument der ideologischen Kontrolle und der Erziehung zu ,Verteidigern und
Erbauern des Sozialismus“ wurde. Kennzeichnend fir diese Periode waren eine hohe Aushebungsquote (bis zu 85 %
der jungen Manner) und der zweijahrige Dienst, aber auch der Formalismus der politischen Schulungen, der Einsatz der
Soldaten als billige Arbeitskraft in der Volkswirtschaft, spartanische Lebensbedingungen und das Phanomen des
sogenannten staromazactvi (Schikane durch dienstéaltere Soldaten) als informelles System der Umverteilung knapper
Guter (Zeit, Geld, Bequemlichkeit), das in seinen extremen Auspragungen in psychische und physische Gewalt
mundete. Das Bestreben, sich dem Dienst zu entziehen, auBerte sich auch in riskanten Versuchen, das ,,blaue
Buchlein“ (die Wehrdienstbefreiung) zu erlangen.

Der vierte Zeitabschnitt (1990-2004) zeichnet den Weg zur Professionalisierung der Armee nach dem Sturz des
kommunistischen Regimes nach: die EinfUhrung des Zivildienstes als Alternative (1990), die abnehmende Bereitschaft
und Tauglichkeit zum Wehrdienst, die Versuche einer Demokratisierung des Tagesablaufs, das fortbestehende Problem
der Schikane und dessen allmahliche strafrechtliche Ahndung sowie die Beteiligung von Soldaten an
Auslandseinsatzen. Der Pflichtwehrdienst endete faktisch Ende Dezember 2004, nach nahezu 140 Jahren.

Der zweisprachige Katalog enthalt eine reiche Bilddokumentation aus den Sammlungen des Militarhistorischen
Instituts Prag, des Militarischen Zentralarchivs — Militarhistorisches Archiv, des Militarhistorischen Instituts Bratislava,
des Archivs der Abgeordnetenkammer des Parlaments der Tschechischen Republik, des Tschechischen Fernsehens,
der Tschechischen Presseagentur und des Tschechischen Rundfunks. Die Publikation bietet somit einen
wissenschaftlich fundierten und zugleich einer breiten Offentlichkeit zugénglichen Einblick in eine der pragenden —und
heute bereits verschwundenen - kollektiven Erfahrungen der modernen tschechischen mannlichen Bevolkerung.
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0 AUTORECH VYSTAVY
AUTHORS OF THE EXHIBITION

Marek Fiser, vyzkumny pracovnik Ustavu pro soudobé dé&jiny AV CR, v. v. i., a pracovnik Oddéleni vojenskych knihoven
Vojenského historického ustavu Praha. Jeho odborny zajem se tyka digitalniho zpracovani a zpfistupnovani historickych
pramen Ci literatury s vojenskohistorickou tematikou. Vénuje se také ¢eskym vojenskym i nevojenskym dé&jinam prvni
poloviny 20. stoleti. Kontakt: fiser@usd.cas.cz.

Marek FiSer, researcher at the Institute of Contemporary History of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech
Republic (CAS), and employee of the Department of Military Libraries, Military Historical Institute in Prague. His
professional interest concerns the digital processing and accessibility of historical sources or literature on
military history. He also focuses on Czech military and non-military history of the first half of the 20th century.
Contact: fiser@usd.cas.cz.

Jiti Hlavaéek, vyzkumny pracovnik Ustavu pro soudobé dé&jiny AV CR, v. v. i., a védecko-pedagogicky pracovnik na
Katedre historickych véd Fakulty humanitnich studii Univerzity Karlovy. V sou¢asné dobé je predsedou Ceské asociace
oralni historie. Badatelsky se vénuje militarnim déjinam, pamétovym studiim, historické antropologii, metodam
kvalitativniho vyzkumu, déjinam kazdodennosti, institucionalnim déjinam a problematice digital humanities.

K problematice vojenské sluzby: Hlavacek, Jiti (ed.). Mezi pakarnou a sluzbou vlasti: Zakladni vojenska sluZzba (1968
2004) v aktérské reflexi. Praha, Academia 2021.

Kontakt: hlavacek@usd.cas.cz.

Jiti Hlavacek, researcher at the Institute of Contemporary History, CAS, and assistant professor at the
Department of Historical Sciences of the Faculty of Humanities, Charles University. His research interests
include military history, memory studies, historical anthropology, qualitative research methods, history of
everyday life, institutional history and digital humanities humanities.

Contact: hlavacek@usd.cas.cz.
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Lenka Kratka, vyzkumna pracovnice Ustavu pro soudobé déjiny AV CR, v. v. i., specializuje se na problematiku
hospodaiskych a socialnich déjin Ceskoslovenska po druhé svétové valce a také na nejriiznéjsi aspekty post-
socialistické transformace. Jeji posledni rozsahla monografie mapuje historii Ceskoslovenskych aerolinii v letech 1923-
1993 (Vzlety a pady. Praha, Karolinum 2022). Kontakt: kratka@usd.cas.cz.

Lenka Kratka, researcher at the Institute of Contemporary History, CAS. In her research, she specializes in the
economic and social history of Czechoslovakia after the Second World War and various aspects of the post-
socialist transformation. Her latest extensive monograph maps the history of Czechoslovak Airlines in the years
1923-1993. Contact: kratka@usd.cas.cz.

Tomas Kykal, vyzkumny pracovnik Ustavu pro soudobé dé&jiny AV CR, v. v. i., a védecky pracovnik historicko-
dokumentacniho odboru Vojenského historického Ustavu Praha. Zabyva se déjinami vojenstvi a armady v Rakousku-
Uhersku a Ceskoslovensku s diirazem na obdobi prvni svétové valky a prvnich mezivaleénych let. Vénuje se také
problematice digitalizace historickych pramen( a uplatnéni technologickych inovaci pfi jejich zpracovani.

Kontakt: tykal@usd.cas.cz.

Tomas Kykal, researcher at the Institute of Contemporary History, CAS, and researcher at the Historical and
Documentation Department, Military Historical Institute in Prague. He deals with the history of the military and
the army in Austria-Hungary and Czechoslovakia, with an emphasis on the period of the First World War and the
first interwar years. He also focuses on the issue of digitizing historical sources and applying technological
innovations in their processing. Contact: tykal@usd.cas.cz

Pavel Miicke, vyzkumny pracovnik Ustavu pro soudobé dé&jiny AV CR, v. v. i., od roku 2024 vyuduje na Fakulté
bezpedénostné pravni Policejni akademie CR v Praze, od roku 2024 vyué&uje na Fakulté bezpe&nostné pravni Policejni
akademie CR v Praze. Od dubna 2025 je vyzkumnym a vyvojovym pracovnikem Vojenského historického ustavu. Ve
svém badani se zamérfuje na obdobi modernich a soudobych dgjin, tematicky pak mj. na déjiny mobilit, vojenské déjiny
a déjiny bezpecnostnich a policejnich sborl. Kontakt: mucke@usd.cas.cz.

Pavel Mlicke, researcher at the Institute of Contemporary History, CAS; associate professor at the Faculty of
Security and Law of the Police Academy of the Czech Republic in Prague, and researcher at the Military History
Institute in Prague. His research focuses on the periods of modern and contemporary history, the history of
mobility, military history and the history of security and police forces. Contact: mucke@usd.cas.cz.
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Prokop Tomek, vyzkumny pracovnik Ustavu pro soudobé dé&jiny AV CR, v. v. i., a vedouci oddéleni vojenské historie ve
Vojenském historickém Ustavu Praha. Zaméfuje se na rlizné aspekty vztahu élovéka a moci v Ceskoslovensku po druhé
svétové valce, exil, Statni bezpecnost, armadu v 70. a 80. letech 20. stoleti a otazky souvisejici s plisobenim Sovétské
armady na ¢eskoslovenském Gzemi. Z publikaci: Ceskoslovenska arméda v ¢ase Sametové revoluce. Promény
ozbrojenych sil na pfelomu osmdesatych a devadesatych let (Cheb, Svét kidel 2019); Sikana, skryty problém
Ceskoslovenské lidové armady po roce 1969. Historie a vojenstvi 2/2012. Kontakt: tomek@usd.cas.cz.

Prokop Tomek, researcher at the Institute of Contemporary History, CAS, and head of the Department of Military
History at the Military History Institute in Prague. He focuses on various aspects of the relationship between man
and power in Czechoslovakia after the Second World War, exile, State Security, the army in the 1970s and 1980s,
and issues related to the activities of the Soviet Army on Czechoslovak territory. Contact: tomek@usd.cas.cz.
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